Weather report Winter 2008

August 2008 was remarkable for the amount of rain which fell; the total for the month was 3.30”, over an inch above the average. Perhaps even more remarkable was the fact that measurable rain fell on 22 days, over twice the normal figure of 10 days. Five of the nine dry days were in one block at the end of the month (the 25th to the 29th).

The maximum temperatures in August were below normal, the average was 22.9ºc compared to the normal average of 24.7ºc. The warmest day was the 6th when the temperature reached 27ºc.  This may seem quite good to us now, but we would normal expect to reach a maximum of 31ºc during August. In contrast the minimum temperatures were about one degree above average at 13.5ºc.

September was pretty typical on most counts, the average minimum and maximum temperatures were both around a degree below average at 9.2ºc and 19.3ºc. The total rainfall was about half an inch above average at 3.01” and rain fell on 11 days, which is exactly what we should expect.

Despite the average appearance, there was one very wet day, namely the 5th September when 1.17” of rain fell, making it the wettest September day in my records for 15 years. This rain came on top of 0.59” on the 2nd, in fact the majority of September’s rain fell in the first ten days.

In contrast (or perhaps relief) October’s rainfall was only 2.53”, nearly an inch and a quarter below the average, although the number of days on which rain fell was just above the average at 15. The majority of this rain (1.07”) fell on the 4th of the month.
Temperatures in October were about a degree or two below average, but it wasn’t until the last four or five days of the month that the temperatures really started to drop, giving us our first taste of winter. The minimum temperature dropped below 0ºc on the night of the 27th (for the first time since the 8th April), although even as early the 3rd of the month the temperature had been pretty close, and maybe even below in places.

The start of November has seen the temperatures recover again, although the rain has continued to fall, so much so that only a week into November and with December still to come we have almost exceeded the average rainfall total for the year.

There is surprisingly little weatherlore relating to Christmas Day, however there is one little saying to think about, and I know which I would rather wish for:

“A clear bright sun on Christmas Day fortelleth a peaceable year and plenty; but if the wind grow stormy before sunset, it betokeneth sickness in the spring and autumn quarters.”   

John Gasson
