Weather report summer 2008

The year continues to advance rapidly, and the long wait (or so it seemed to me) for warm dry weather seems to have come to an end at last, and now as I write this it seems more like July or August than May. So before we start thinking about hosepipe bans, let's take a look back at February, March and April.

February's rainfall was about an inch below average with only 1.25", compared to an average of 2.18". There was a dry spell of 19 days between the 6th and 24th when there was no measurable rain. In total there was measurable rain on only seven days, about half of the normal number for February.

The average night-time minimum temperature in February (1.6ºc) was about a degree below the usual average. By contrast the maximum day-time temperature was 0.7ºc above the average, at 9.8ºc. There were significantly more nights when the temperature dropped to 0ºc or less, twelve nights in all, compared to the usual nine.

The temperatures in March were much closer to the average, although both the maximum and minimum were slightly lower than normal, at 11.5ºc and 3.4ºc respectively.

The rainfall in March was well above the average at 3.66", the average being 1.91". In contrast to February, the rain was fairly evenly spread throughout the month, although it was slightly wetter to towards the end of the month. Significant amounts of rain fell on the 9th (0.59"), 15th (0.42"), 28th (0.55") and 29th (0.58"), and there was even the suggestion of snow, but more like sleet or hail on the 22nd.

The total rainfall in April was about a quarter of an inch above average at 2.31", again this was fairly evenly spread throughout the month, with one very wet day on the 29th, when 0.52" of rain fell. The most noteworthy day however was the 6th, when we not only saw snowfall, but the snow actually settled and remained on the ground and buildings for several hours.

The temperature on the 6th April only made it up to 6ºc, which was significantly below the average for the month, but in general the averages for the maximum and minimum temperatures were about normal at 15.5ºc and 4.9ºc.

For the year so far we are nearly four and a half inches above the average for the first four months of the year. This is of course largely due to the very wet January, not just the rather damp March. This is actually the second wettest start to the year in my records, behind 2001.

The month of May could change this of course, as it has got off to a very warm and dry start.

Finally a snippet from the weather history books, which is not strictly weather related, and is probably of more interest to ufologists than meteorologists:

"1839 March - A few days before the 30th, a will-o'-the-wisp was seen at Chichester.  The people at the Fishbourne Turnpike Gate say it came from the marsh towards them until it became extinct in a meadow 100 yards off; it lasted for several minutes.  Of rare occurrence there."
John Gasson
