WEST GRINSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Held at Partridge Green Village Hall

on Wednesday 18th February 2009
at 7.30 p.m.

MINUTES

Present: - Councillors: Mr. D Green (Vice Chairman), Mrs C. Watts, Mr. A. Childs, Mr R. Hill, Mr N. Berry, Mrs G. Nash, Mr A. Russ, Mr. P. Kanabus, Mr G. Taylor, Mr C. Neal.
District Councillor: Mr. J. Chowen

County Cllr: Mr. L. Barnard
Ms. R. Skidmore (HACVS).
One member of the public.

Clerk: Mrs H. Dayneswood.
1. Apologies

Cllrs: Mr I. Shepherd (DC), Mr. M. Staples (Chairman), Mr M. Sheath.
2. Declarations of Interest: - None.
3. Visit by Ms R. Skidmore (Horsham Area Council for Voluntary Service)
Ms Rachel Skidmore attended the meeting to give an overview of the work of HACVS. 

HACVS seeks to identify and respond to community needs by:

· Helping to establish new organisations

· Working with existing organisations to ensure viability

· Linking voluntary, public and private sectors to identify emerging needs.

To assist in these aims, HACVS endeavours to provide the following services:

· Support

· Consultation/promotion

· Information

· Advice

· Resources

· Training

· Liaison/representation
Ms Skidmore went on to give an overview of the EESI project.  It is Lottery funded (under the BASIS programme) and is currently funded for three years (until December 2010).  The EESI project is a partnership initiative between all the Councils for Voluntary Service (CVS) in West Sussex.  It aims to work towards an Effective, Efficient, Supported and Independent voluntary sector by providing a range of support services to local groups.

Some of the types of help the project workers can give voluntary groups include:

· Drafting constitutions

· Registering a charity

· Financial advice

· Help in finding funding

They arrange a number of forums, bringing together people to share information and expertise.  They also organise a number of training events in subjects such as first aid, responsibilities of trustees and funding.

Ms Skidmore is the EESI project development worker for both the Horsham District and Crawley areas.  She may be contacted on 01903 528620 or eesi.cvs@btconnect.com

4. Minutes of the last meeting:

It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr. Kanabus, seconded Cllr. Childs) that the Minutes of the meeting held on 21st January 2009 be approved as a true record.
5. Police Report:
PCSO Danny Suarez-Mori had provided a written update on recent activities.  Since her last bulletin there have been no crimes to report in the Partridge Green area.  The Neighbourhood Panels for Cowfold and Partridge Green have decided on the main priorities to concentrate on for the time being.  A couple of councillors suggested that when the PG Neighbourhood Panel is well established, it would be good if the scheme could be expanded to include West Grinstead and Dial Post hamlets.
6. Matters Arising
The Clerk mentioned that work is ongoing with progressing the Parish Plan Report.  The draft Executive Summary will be reviewed at the next Open Spaces meeting.  Mrs E. Crossley to be invited to that meeting, as the only remaining member of the Parish Plan Steering Group not on the Parish Council.
7. District Council Report: 
Cllr Chowen reported that HDC was currently working on its budget for 2009/2010.  It was going to be a very tough year – a shortfall of £1.5 million needed to be found.  This was going to impact in all kinds of ways.
In several communities, the setting up of a “Community Partnership” was helping to establish projects to help the community, alongside the work being done by parish councils.  Community Partnerships can often access extra funding/grants not available to other groups and also devote more time to carry out projects to help with economic and social problems in an area.  Henfield has a Community Partnership and it was mooted whether West Grinstead might be able to link up with the Henfield group rather than try to establish its own partnership.  Cllr Barnard offered to liaise with the Chairman of the Henfield Community Partnership to arrange for him to come and speak with WGPC.  [Later in the meeting it was agreed this would be very useful.  The Clerk to contact Cllr Barnard to progress this.]
8. West Sussex County Council Report: 
Cllr Barnard reported on the following issues:
a) WSCC are currently working on their budget for 2009/2010.
b) At a recent Planning Committee meeting, the application for the disposal of non-inert waste at Rock Common was rejected.
c) Business representatives for Sussex Enterprise are urging people to “stop talking down the economy”.  Some businesses are doing very well and it’s not all black by any means.

d) A new group – SEEC (South East England Councils) is being set up.  The aim is to promote collaboration and co-operation between the councils.  It is hoped that SEEDA (South East England Development Agency) may become a junior partner of SEEC.
e) The Flooding Working Group is meeting on Monday 23rd February.  One of the aims is to agree a set of responsibilities that the different bodies can agree to.
Cllr Chowen commented that new planning applications need to be evaluated with much greater awareness of the issues connected with flooding, e.g., if a potential development looks diabolical in terms of how surface water will be affected.
Cllr Green asked if WGPC could see a copy of the minutes from the Flooding Working Group meeting.
9. Correspondence:

TO NOTE

a) Centremaps: Ordnance Survey Maps for Planning.  See www.centremaps.com
b) Update on Henfield Community Minibus service information.  Apply to the Parish Office for details.

c) HDC: Decision on electoral boundary reviews for WSCC.  Does not affect West Grinstead parish.

d) AIRS: West Sussex Rural Forum: Meeting on Wed 4th March, 9.30- 1.30, at Ashington.  Theme: The future for the countryside in the current economic climate.  Booking required.

FOR CONSIDERATION

e) Mrs B. Boyle: Letter advising the PC that she will be resigning as Chairperson of the PGVH Management Committee in May 2009.
The PGVH Committee is looking to the Parish Council for help with finding a new Chairman and also finding sources of funding.
The Clerk advised that the PGVH Committee will also need a new Secretary as from May 2009.
It was suggested that the need for a new Chairman and a new Secretary should be advertised in the next edition of the village magazine and at the Annual Parish Meeting.  If possible, it would be good to add a flyer to the edition of the magazine about to be delivered.  The Clerk to action.
f) HDC: Visit to PC meeting by HDC Leader & CEO postponed.  The Clerk to suggest July 2009 onwards.
g) Mr G Shipton (Chair of HDCP & Member of HDCP Task Group):  Consultation document “All our Futures - Towards the Horsham District Sustainable Community Strategy”.  Deadline 13th March 2009.  Cllr Nash offered to review it.
10. Committee Reports

PLANNING

Cllr. Green reported on the February meeting of the Planning Committee.

(Please refer to the minutes of the Planning Committee.)

OPEN SPACES

There was no report as the February Open Spaces meeting had to be cancelled.
FINANCE

There was no report as the February Finance meeting had to be cancelled.

11. Plans for the Annual Parish Meeting (22nd April 2009)
One speaker had been provisionally booked (PCSO C. Hardstone, Gatwick Airport Aviation Security).  The Clerk to confirm this arrangement.

It was agreed to invite someone from the Citizen’s Advice Bureau to speak or alternatively someone from the Air Ambulance Service.

As per usual, local clubs and societies would be asked if they would like to give a brief report at the meeting.

The Clerk to action all these items.

12. The Allotments Application

The Clerk gave a summary of progress to date:

a) The planning application for ‘change of use’ for the allotments land had recently been approved by HDC.  There were a number of conditions on the approval.

b) Cllr Green would be acting for WGPC on legal matters.  A meeting with Mr D. Marshall (land agent for the landowners) had been arranged to consider the heads of terms.

c) Cllr Taylor would be taking a lead role in the project.

d) The Clerk had read the Local Government Association handbook on Allotments and created a draft document, pulling together some of the items that needed to be addressed (circulated).

e) It was agreed that it would be a good idea to have a working group for the allotments project, as there was too much work to be covered by the Open Spaces Committee.  

f) Suggested members for the Working Group to start with:  Cllr Taylor, Cllr Russ, Cllr Staples, Mr B. Newman, Mrs Y. Newman.  As the Working Group got underway, it would be helpful to include some other people, e.g., some of the potential plotholders and maybe one of the objectors to the allotments site.

g) It would be a good idea to have a meeting with all the potential plot holders in the near future, to update them on the likely schedule.

13. Public Open Forum: No issues.
14. Accounts

It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr. Kanabus, seconded Cllr. Neal) to approve all the listed bills for payment. 
	Feb 2009
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Income
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	13/02/09
	Dial Post Village Hall Association
	Repayment of loan to cover Viridor 10% contribution
	 
	5,102.00
	 

	 
	King George V Income
	 
	 
	 
	 

	22/01/09
	Sports & Social Club
	Rent for KGV pavilion
	 
	284.82
	 

	Expenses
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Chq No
	Payee
	Narrative
	 
	Gross
	Vat

	 
	 
	 
	 
	£
	£

	 
	 
	Staff Salaries
	 
	1,388.53
	 

	 
	 
	Staff  Expenses
	
	85.16
	5.26

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NI
	
	350.51
	 

	 
	WSCC
	Clerk's pension
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	Clerk's contribution
	86.16
	 
	 

	 
	 
	WGPC contribution
	215.41
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	301.57
	 

	SO
	HDC
	Emptying dog bins
	 
	51.57
	 

	DD
	Tiscali Broadband
	Monthly bill
	 
	14.67
	1.91

	 
	PGVH
	Hall hire for Youth Club - 4 sessions for Jan 2009
	 
	68.00
	 

	 
	 
	 
	Total for WGPC
	2,260.01
	7.17

	 
	King George V Expenses
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	AGW Baker
	Repairs to KGV fencing & wire
	 
	92.00
	 

	 
	P. Needham
	Drawings for Scout Hut planning application
	Note 1
	367.76
	 

	 
	 
	 
	Total for KGV
	459.76
	 

	INTER-ACCOUNT TRANSFERS
	 
	 
	 
	 

	telephone
	WGPC 14 day acct to main WGPC acct
	To increase balance until next Precept payment due @ end April 2009.
	 
	10,000.00
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Note 1:
	Needs to be covered by the Scouts fund in the Cater
	
	
	

	
	Allen bank account.  Add to total amount for Cater Allen transfer
	
	

	
	arising out of the Scout Hut application.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELD TRUSTEES MEETING

1. Declarations of Interest: 
Cllr Russ declared an interest in respect of his membership of the Sports & Social Club.

2. Matters Arising

Due to the Clerk’s recent illness, the setting up of the KGV Working Group had fallen behind schedule.  However, the Parish Council stresses that they view the matter as a priority.
It was informally agreed to try to have a meeting of a few members of the Parish Council a.s.a.p. in order to draft the Terms of Reference for the new KGV Working Group.
The draft Terms of Reference would then be reviewed by the Open Spaces Committee at their meeting on Wed 11th March.

It is proposed that the Terms of Reference document be adopted (with any agreed amendments) at the Parish Council meeting on Wed 18th March.

The document would be circulated to the pertinent members of the public in advance of the March Parish Council meeting. 

The Clerk to pre-warn members of the public in good time about the coming document and the intention to adopt it at the March Parish Council meeting.
3. Correspondence:  None
4. Accounts:

It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr. Watts, seconded Cllr. Neal) to approve the two KGV bills for payment.  
Planning Committee Meeting

1. Declarations of Interest

2. New Planning Applications

	DC/09/0150

WG/09/11
	Kathryn Sadler
	Rookcross Barn, Rookcross Lane, WG
	Retention of roof light and window at ground floor level.
	The Parish Council OBJECTS to this application, on the grounds that it is out of keeping with the building.

Also, they do not approve of this kind of application, where it is a regularisation of a breach of planning law.


The meeting closed at 9.40 pm.
Signed as a true copy……………………..………………………Date………………………….

Chairman West Grinstead Parish Council
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