WEST GRINSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Held at Partridge Green Village Hall

on Wednesday 15th April 2009
at 7.30 p.m.

MINUTES

Present: - Councillors: Mr. M. Staples (Chairman), Mr. D Green (Vice Chairman), Mr. A. Childs, Mr R. Hill, Mrs G. Nash, Mr A. Russ, Mr G. Taylor, Mr C. Neal, Mr N. Berry, Mr. P. Kanabus.
District Councillor: Mr. J. Chowen.
County Cllr: Mr. L. Barnard.
Mr J. Bellamy (Chairman PG Football Club).
PCSO Danny Macleod.

Clerk: Mrs H. Dayneswood.
1. Apologies

Cllrs: Mr I. Shepherd (DC), Mr M. Sheath, Mrs C. Watts
2. Declarations of Interest: - None.
3. Minutes of the last meeting:

It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr. Taylor, seconded Cllr. Green) that the Minutes of the meeting held on 18th March 2009 be approved as a true record.
4. Police Report:
PCSO Danny McCloud gave a report on recent incidents.  There had been several containers and vans broken into in Star Road Trading Estate and also a window smashed.  The police have increased their presence in the area.
There have been some small fires in Ash Wood – names have been taken and warnings given.

In Park Lane, West Grinstead, a garage was broken into.

In the Ashurst area, a bogus caller has been reported – the elderly are being targeted.

In the Horsham District generally, burglars are targeting homes with popular cars and trying to grab the car keys from properties by smashing windows.  DON’T LEAVE YOUR CAR KEYS NEAR EXTERNAL WINDOWS.
The problem of speeding cars is being handled by the police Traffic Management Unit.  Please report any concerns directly to ian.jeffrey@sussex.pnn.police.uk
Cllr Hill proposed a vote of thanks to Danny for all her hard work in the parish.
5. Matters Arising:
WSCC have been in communication with the owner of the pond by the B2135 at Jolesfield.   It is sincerely hoped that the pond will be dredged in the near future.

A problem with commercial dog walkers carrying out dog walking en masse, just west of the Downs Link in Partridge Green, was reported recently.  Field gates had been left open, pregnant sheep disturbed and vans driven down a footpath.  The police are monitoring the situation.

6. District Council Report: 
Cllr Chowen reported on the following items.
a) He is involved in a Dogs Working Party - reviewing where savings can be made re: dog bins.

b) He is leading a Parking Working Group.

c) He concurs with the view of WGPC concerning the planning application by the owners of Blanches Farm bungalow, for the removal of the agricultural tie.  He objects to the removal of the condition because the agricultural tie is a historic way of providing affordable housing.  He has registered his concern to the HDC planning officers.

7. West Sussex County Council Report: 

Cllr Barnard reported on the following matters:

a) The second meeting of the Flooding Working Group took place recently, with representatives from WSCC, HDC, Southern Water and the Environment Agency.  The group has grown quite large now and its scope and coverage has expanded.  A sub Working Group has been formed for dealing with local issues, e.g. Littleworth Lane.  It has been established that the excess surface water that flows down Littleworth Lane comes from a field on the north side of Mill Lane.  There is still some investigation to be done concerning a property owner that may have made alterations to the drainage system, which is adversely affecting the situation.
b) The Police Contact Centre has been given an Excellence Award from the government.

c) WSCC is trying to save £50 million over the next two years.

8. Correspondence:

TO NOTE

a) Cancer Research UK.  Relay for Life fundraising community event, 18-19th July at Broadbridge Heath Leisure Centre.  Clerk has further details.

b) HDC: Circulation of Guidance from the Information Commissioner’s Office on how public authorities should respond to Freedom of Information requests.

c) HDC:  Copy of information from Fiona Hiron (HDC) to Jonathan Chowen re: disturbance complaints about ‘Seawhite’ at Star Road.

FOR CONSIDERATION

d) Chanctonbury CLC:  Unmanned Speeding Indicator Device (CUSID).  It was agreed that WGPC would be happy to be involved with the scheme in principle, subject to the cost.  The Clerk to notify the CLC.
e) HDC: Licensing Act 2003 - Guidance on Representations.  Noted.

f) WSCC: Stagecoach route 17 from Brighton to Horsham.  Proposed improvements to bus stops.  Comments invited.  Deadline 17th April.  No comments.

g) AIRS: Email and letter from Tom Warder re: Rural Affordable Housing.  New report from government.  Offer to meet with Tom Warder (and reps from HDC if helpful).  It was agreed to invite Tom Warder to a PC meeting.  The Clerk to action.
9. Committee Reports

PLANNING

Cllr. Green reported on the April meeting of the Planning Committee.

(Please refer to the minutes of the Planning Committee.)

OPEN SPACES

Cllr. Childs reported on the April meeting of the Open Spaces Committee.

(Please refer to the minutes of the Open Spaces Committee.)

FINANCE

There was no Finance Committee meeting in April, due to it being inquorate.
10. Update on Plans for the Annual Parish Meeting (22nd April 2009)

This year’s Annual Parish Meeting (APM) has an aeronautical theme.  Delaine Shearman from the Sussex Air Ambulance Trust and Chris Hardstone, PCSO from Gatwick Airport Aviation Security will both be speaking at the meeting.  
At the meeting, the minutes from last year’s APM and the extra Parish Meeting in January 2009 will both be put forward for approval.  If anyone would like copies prior to the meeting, please contact the Parish Office or visit www.wgpublications.com
11. Update on Allotments
The membership of the Allotments Working Group has been agreed.  The Clerk is arranging the first meeting.
12. Public Open Forum: No members of the public present.
13. Accounts

It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr. Kanabus, seconded Cllr. Neal) to approve all the listed bills for payment.
	April 2009
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Income
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	none
	
	 
	
	 

	 
	King George V Income
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	none
	
	 
	 
	 

	Expenses
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Chq No
	Payee
	Narrative
	 
	Gross
	Vat

	 
	 
	 
	 
	£
	£

	 
	
	Staff salaries
	
	 1380.92
	 

	 
	 
	Staff expenses
	
	 17.16
	1.15

	 
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NI
	
	355.46
	 

	 
	WSCC
	Clerk's pension
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	Clerk's contribution
	87.71
	 
	 

	 
	 
	WGPC contribution
	222.98
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	310.69
	 

	SO
	HDC
	Emptying dog bins
	 
	54.60
	 

	DD
	Tiscali Broadband
	Monthly bill
	 
	14.67
	1.91

	 
	PG Village Hall
	Youth Club Hall hire - 5 sessions @ £17
	 
	85.00
	 

	
	BT
	Quarterly bill.  
(Next one by DD)
	 
	64.79
	7.61

	 
	 
	 
	Total for WGPC
	2,283.29
	10.67

	 
	King George V Expenses
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	none
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	Total for KGV
	0.00
	0.00

	INTER-ACCOUNT TRANSFERS
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	none
	 
	 
	 
	 


KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELD TRUSTEES MEETING

1. Declarations of Interest: 
Cllr Russ declared an interest in respect of his membership of the Sports & Social Club.

2. Matters Arising: 
Senior Football Pitch In KGV

Mr John Bellamy (Chairman of the PG Football Club) attended the meeting to discuss a strategy for the maintenance of the senior football pitch in KGV.  The Football Club (FC) has been concerned about the state of the football pitch for many years.  In the mid 1990s, £12,000 was spent on proper drainage and although this is still working, there is some ongoing maintenance that needs to be carried out each year in order to increase the availability of the pitch. [For a significant period of the winter, the pitch is unplayable due to the water logging.  During that time the FC has to pay for pitch hire at Ashington.]
He explained how the FC has aspirations to grow.  There are a lot of youngsters coming up through the junior teams and the survival of the senior teams relies on the youth feeding into them.  Therefore the senior football pitch needs to be available for a greater part of the season.

About 2/3 of the pitch is OK in terms of drainage but the 1/3 nearest the tractor shed is very bad – probably the lowest end of the field.

The FC has been advised that ‘verti-draining’ should be done on the pitch every year, especially the worst drained part.  Mr Bellamy said that the FC could fund the verti-draining.  The quote from J. Thomas for doing the whole pitch was £400.  The Council was happy for the FC to go ahead with this work.  There was discussion of the best time of year to carry out the work.  It was felt that the drier the ground the better.  The Clerk to update the KGV Working Group that this will be happening during the year.
Other items mentioned:

Mr Bellamy commented that a good strategy for the future would be to re-position the pitch more to the east one season and more to the west the next season and so forth, in order to even out the ground usage.

The drain at the southern boundary of the field needs to be dug out. [The outlet from the field is fine and flowing freely.]
In the past, scarifying/harrowing used to be done every year at KGV.  It was agreed it would be useful to do this again (but not on the area of the cricket pitch).

There are some other maintenance options that could be considered as part of a long-term strategy but the verti-draining was the most important as present.
Ditch at the Bottom of Hazelwood Road
Mr Bellamy reported that the ditch at the bottom of Hazelwood Road is heavily silted up and in dire need of being dug out and cleared of rubbish.  Cllr Chowen encouraged the PC to write to the co-owners of the ditch about the matter.  The Clerk to action.

Manhole Cover in KGV

A manhole cover over a foul sewer in the shrubbery in KGV had corroded badly.  A dog had fallen down there on Easter Monday and was rescued by the Fire Brigade.  The Clerk instructed Ace Drainage to replace the cover as a matter of urgency.  This was carried out promptly.
3. Correspondence:  None
4. Accounts: None
******************************************

Planning Committee Meeting

1. Declarations of Interest: None
2. New Planning Applications

	DC/09/0578

WG/09/21


	Lisa Da Silva
	10 Swallows Lane Dial Post
	Addition of fire escape at side of property providing a 2nd means of exit from 1st floor flat to garden and insertion of door replacing side kitchen window.
	If the neighbours have no concerns, then the Parish Council has no objection.


The meeting closed at 9.10 pm.
Signed as a true copy……………………..………………………Date………………………….

Chairman West Grinstead Parish Council
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