     



Weather Report Summer 2009          
February seems a long way off now, but it began with snow on the first few days, and the ninth day of the month saw over an inch and a half of rain (this was more than the total for all of February 2008). The total rainfall for the month was about half an inch above average, despite the fact that the second half of the month was almost completely dry.

The temperatures in February were about a degree below normal with the average minimum at 1.8ºc and the average maximum at 8.1ºc. The average temperatures for March were mixed; the maximum was about one degree higher than normal and the minimum, one degree below.
Rainfall in March was about a third of an inch below average at 1.59”, although the month got off to a wet start with 0.83” on the 3rd. The low monthly total was in part due to a dry spell from the 11th to the 22nd inclusive.

The total rainfall in April was only very slightly above average at 2.06”, and in this case the rain was spread fairly evenly throughout the month, with only a couple of really wet days, the 17th (0.40”) and the 27th (0.46”). Despite a couple of dry months, the total rainfall for the year so far is still almost two inches above average.
Temperatures in April were above average, but only by just over one degree, average maximum temperature was 17.2ºc and the average minimum was 6.4ºc. According to my thermometer the temperature didn’t fall below freezing in April, and around the middle of the month there were several days when the daytime temperature passed the 20ºc mark, which is pretty good considering the average for the month is 15.9ºc.
The cuckoo is a familiar visitor heralding the arrival of spring, and is the subject of much weather lore including this rhyme:

The cuckoo in April,

He opens his bill;

The cuckoo in May,

He sings the whole day;

The cuckoo in June,

He changeth his tune;

The cuckoo in July,

Away he must fly.
John Gasson
