           Weather report May-July 2009                                                                       

Summer may not have been as good as we had been led to believe it would be, but it certainly wasn’t the complete washout as some would have us think.

May was slightly wetter than normal, 2.25” of rain.  The first couple of weeks were reasonably dry, and then it became wetter towards the middle of the month (including 0.50” on the 13th) and then settled down again until the last week or so, with another very wet day on the 25th (0.69”).

The temperatures in May were slightly above average, by about 0.5ºc. It was however a couple of degrees lower than last year’s average. The end of May and the beginning of June were a few degrees warmer than the average.

Overall the temperatures in June were a degree above average at 24.9ºc, and also about half a degree above last year’s average. 

The middle of the month saw several very warm days as did the end of the month, when the temperature made it to over 30ºc on two days.

The rainfall in June was completely the opposite of May, with only 0.85” which is less than half of the average total rainfall for the month. The majority of the month's rain was in the first half of the month and even the  wettest day (the 6th) only produced 0.33”.

In contrast July turned out to be significantly wetter than normal with 3.82” compared to an average of 2.25”. This wasn't a record though, just two years ago the total for July 2007 was 4.88”, although this July did share the honours for second wettest with July 1991. What made matters worse was that the rain was pretty evenly spread throughout the month, although the 6th and 7th were particularly wet with 0.52” and 0.84” respectively.

The temperatures in July were on the whole about one degree below average, although there were some warmer days at the beginning of the month. The hottest day was the 2nd when the temperature reached 33ºc.
For those of you who now have more faith in St. Swithin than the Met Office here is a piece of weather lore concerning the fly:

A fly on your nose, you slap, and it goes;

If it comes back again, it will bring a good rain.                                        John Gasson
