COME RAIN COME SHINE  - February 2010    

You would be forgiven for thinking this piece was going to be all about snow. Although December was not particularly outstanding, November was quite a remarkable month, and has been forgotten as we struggled under a blanket of snow in January.

Last November was the wettest in my records, with a total rainfall of 9.02”, about half an inch above the previous record holder. This was well over twice the average for the month which is around four inches.   There was measurable rain on all but two days during the month, again another record. The thirteenth of the month was particularly wet, with 1.26” of rain; this was on top of the 0.76” the day before. There was another very wet spell at the end of the month with a total of 1.83” spread over the 27th, 28th and 29th.  The temperatures in November were above average and it wasn’t until the 30th that I recorded my first frost. The average minimum night-time temperature was 1.4°c above the normal average for November.

The rainfall in December was about 1½” above average at 5.01”, with heavier rainfall at the start and end of the month, especially the 29th with 0.82”. There was also a light covering of snow on the 16th and 17th, although this quickly vanished.

The temperatures in December were the complete opposite of November, with both day and night-time temperatures below average. The temperatures were very similar to last December with frosts recorded on 15 nights.

The total rainfall for the year was 38.15”, which is just over seven inches above average, and this makes 2009 the wettest year since 2002. November’s extraordinary rainfall total contributed nearly a quarter of the yearly total.

It will come as no surprise that the temperatures in January were well below average. Frosts were recorded on 18 nights (twice the normal amount) and this helped keep the average much lower than normal. In fact for the first time in my records the average night-time temperature for January was below freezing, at -0.4°c which is about 3°c below normal.

There is not much more I can say about the snow that hasn’t already been said in newspapers, television and radio. To really do it justice would take a whole newsletter in itself. The bulk of the snow fell on the night of the 5th/early hours of the 6th, and that is when everything ground to a halt for a while. There was further snow and sleet over the next four days, but not in any great quantity beyond the 6th until the 12th when there was a further covering of snow.

The actual amount of snow I measured on the morning of the sixth was about 4”, although I have heard local measurements of between 4” and 8”. When melted this snow equated to 1.05” of rain, and the overall rainfall for the month was 3.63”, about a third of an inch above average.

The cold temperatures kept the snow lying on the ground for well over a week, and it wasn’t until the temperatures started to rise up to 6°c and 7°c around the 15th and 16th that we finally saw the snow disappear, although some of the larger heaps of cleared snow and ice have lasted well into February.
I think we have heard enough about cold and wet weather, so here is a rhyme for the coming months, to remind us that spring is on its way and hopefully with it drier, warmer and brighter days:                         
A dry March, wet April and cool May

Fill barn, cellar, and bring much hay.
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