WEST GRINSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE

Meeting held at Dial Post Village Hall

on Wednesday 14th April 2010 at 7.30 p.m.

MINUTES

Present: - Councillors:  Mr. A. Childs (Chairman), Mr. D. Green, Mrs. C. Watts, Mrs H. Bullingham, Mr. N. Berry, Mrs. G. Nash, Mr. G. Taylor and Mr. A. Russ.
Clerk: Mrs. H. Dayneswood.

1. Apologies: Cllrs: Mr. R. Hill (Vice Chairman), Mr. M. Sheath, Mr. C. Neal, Mr P. Kanabus.
2. Declarations of Interest: none
3. Chairman’s Announcements: none
4. Minutes:

It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr. Russ, seconded Cllr. Green) that the Minutes of the meeting held on 10th March 2010 be approved as a true record.
5. Matters Arising: 
a) The hedge on the boundary of St. Michael’s Lodge in Church Lane has been allowed to encroach, with the result that the width of the lane is now significantly reduced.  The Clerk to ask the resident to cut the hedge back to the correct line.
b) WSCC had reported that they feel extra signage to the PG Village Hall car park is unnecessary.  WSCC suggested that to deter unauthorised parking in Wilton Close car park, the owner considers some parking controls.  The Clerk to advise the owner of the baker’s shop and fish and chip shop.
c) In response to a request from WGPC to sponsor a new metal bench at the corner of Mill Lane and Littleworth Lane, the Camelia Botnar Foundation invited the Parish Council to get in touch again in about October 2010 when they are less busy with wrought iron work orders.

d) “Partridge Green Spring Clean” initiative – awaiting further information.
6. Correspondence:
a) A local resident proposed a road gritting plan for severe weather conditions.  To be considered by the Parish Emergency Plan Group.
b) HDCP (Horsham District Community Partnership):  Invitation to a meeting to set up a Horsham District Transport sub group to review the wider community’s main concerns.  It was agreed that a representative from the newly formed WG parish Transport Working Group should attend the meeting.

c) Emails with Mr D. Rolfe (WSCC) and local residents re: the correct route for footpaths FP1771 and 1761.  The WSCC Legal department are carrying out an investigation.

d) WSCC (Legal Service Unit):  A statement and map has been deposited under Section 31 (6) of the Highways Act, in respect of land at Littleworth, Partridge Green. [Linked to item c.]

7. Maintenance of Street Furniture:
The left hand door of the wooden parish council notice board in Dial Post cannot be opened at present.  Cllr Childs to follow up.  It was agreed that the Clerk should invite Mr Baker to carry out a review of all the other parish council notice boards plus all the public benches in the parish to assess the maintenance requirements.
8. Parish Burial Ground
a) A recent ‘topple test’ revealed that 7 headstones are slightly unstable.  One of the headstones will be rectified by the family concerned but there are no contact details for the other families.  It was agreed to ask the stonemasons Gumbrills whether they could carry out a free review.  The Clerk to action.
b) It was agreed that when a burial plot is reserved at the parish burial ground in future, that the applicant be asked to pay the Parish Council for a small reserved stone (with the plot number engraved).  This is to help prevent reserved plots being used in error.  The Clerk to check the cost of a reserved stone with the stonemasons Gumbrills.
9. Parish Plan Actions
a) The newly formed Transport Working Group (TWG) is progressing well.  The Chairman is Mr Richard English, Terms of Reference for the group have been proposed, and contacts established with transport working groups in other parishes.
b) Copies of the full Parish Plan Report have been distributed to public places.  Copies will also be available at the Annual Parish Meeting.
10. Dial Post Issues: none
11. Allotments Update
Cllr Russ updated members on the progress of preparation of the allotments.  The Allotments Association Committee has been successful in securing a certain amount of grant money to date and is pursuing other sources as well.  The planning application to increase the number of plots from 20 to 35 is now in the consultation phase.  WSCC has asked that the number of parking places be increased from 8 to 15; this is being investigated.  It was felt that it was probably prudent to carry out a survey of the state of the trees in the allotments area.  Cllr Russ to obtain an initial opinion from a tree surgeon.
MEETING OF KING GEORGE V 

PLAYING FIELD TRUSTEES

1. Declarations of Interest: 
Cllr Russ expressed an interest, due to his membership of the Sports & Social Club.
2. Matters Arising:
A local resident had spoken with the Clerk about a recent night-time incident concerning anti-social behaviour in the pull-off area in front of the KGV main gates.  The Clerk had advised that in such instances the police should be called and, where relevant and possible, a vehicle registration noted.  The Clerk to confirm this advice in writing.
3. Correspondence: 
a) Email from the Chairman of the Sports & Social Club (SSC) requesting permission to hold the PG Football Club annual awards event on Friday 14th May in the playing fields.  Councillors had no objection to the event, provided that local neighbours were advised of the activities and times.  The Clerk to advise the Chairman of the SSC.

b) Email correspondence with a local resident about anti-social behaviour in the area of the KGV pond.  Noted.
4. KGV Maintenance: 
A Safety Check report from 3BRamps on the skateramp had been received on 6th April 2010.  3BRamps advised that it was a high priority to replace 26 sheets of plywood on the structure.  The Clerk had emailed 3BRamps to check whether the ramp was still safe to use in the short-term or whether it needed to be taken out of service.  No reply had been received as yet – the Clerk to chase up.
5. Partridge Green Fete 2010: nothing to report
The meeting closed at 8.50 p.m.
Next Open Spaces meeting: Wed 12th May 2010, 7.30 p.m., Partridge Green Village Hall.

Signed as a true copy……………………..……………Date…………………….
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