One Hundred Years Ago

Fast Motoring at Partridge Green

Lionel Upperton Grace, of 110 Queen Victoria Street, London was summoned for riding a motor-cycle to the danger of the public at West Grinstead on July 10th, 1910; and also with exceeding the 20-mile limit. Mr. R. Henwood prosecuted and said the speed was 27 miles 480 yards. It was on the road from Horsham to Steyning. When the defendant was stopped he disputed the speed and said he slowed up for children. There was no path at the spot, and people had to walk in the road. – P.C. Cannon, stationed at Cowfold, said that on the Sunday in question he was on duty at Partridge Green with P.C’s Scutt and Sopp. At 4.30 p.m. he received a signal from P.C. Scutt and timed a motor-cycle driven by the defendant. When he told Mr. Grace the speed he said “I wasn’t going that speed; I wasn’t going twenty. It’s not fair. I slowed up for the children on the road. I shall stop here till someone comes along to give evidence for me.” There were several pedestrians in the road, including four or five children. The quarter of a mile started at the entrance leading to Moat Farm and ended at the entrance to Lake Farm, at the south of Partridge Green. There was generally a lot of traffic on the road. – Cross-examined by defending solicitor: There were no cross-roads or turnings; the children were too far off to be in danger. Re-examined: There were houses on the measured quarter on each side of the road. – P.C. Scutt, stationed at Southwater, said that in giving the signal he gave ten yards grace. There were a number of children and adults on the road. – P.C. Sopp said he received a signal from P.C. Cannon to stop the motor-cycle. – The Chairman: I think we might assume that there will be no conviction on the first charge. – Mr. Henwood said he would proceed with the second summons, for exceeding the limit. – The solicitor for the defence objected: they could not put defendant in peril twice for one and the same offence. Mr. Henwood, however, contended the defendant had not been acquitted of this offence. – After consultation in private the Bench decided to proceed with the case. – A plea of not guilty was put in. – Upon the repetition of evidence was fined £2 and 19 shillings costs.

Two cases for driving to the danger of the public were not proceeded with after the result of the above case, only summonses for exceeding the 20-mile speed-limit being dealt with. One other case of driving to the danger of the public was heard, this concerning the Buck Barn cross roads, Shipley. 
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