WEST GRINSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE

Meeting held at Partridge Green Village Hall

on Wednesday 10th March 2010 at 7.30 p.m.

MINUTES

Present: - Councillors:  Mr. A. Childs (Chairman), Mr. R. Hill (Vice Chairman), Mr. D. Green, Mrs. C. Watts, Mrs H. Bullingham, Mr. N. Berry, Mrs. G. Nash and Mr. A. Russ.
One member of the KGV Working Group:  Mrs O. Izzard.
Clerk: Mrs. H. Dayneswood.

1. Apologies: Cllrs: Mr. M. Sheath, Mr. C. Neal, Mr. G. Taylor, Mr P. Kanabus.
2. Declarations of Interest: none
3. Chairman’s Announcements: none
4. Minutes:

It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr. Green, seconded Cllr. Bullingham) that the Minutes of the meeting held on 10th February 2010 be approved as a true record.
5. Matters Arising: 
a) The Clerk reported that she had asked Mr Baker to replace a perimeter post on Dial Post green that was broken.
b) WSCC has confirmed that the vegetation on the corner of Oakwood and Partridge Green High Street is their responsibility and they will either maintain or remove it.  It was also mentioned that there is an area of brambles on the WSCC-owned green near St. George’s Road that needs cutting back – the Clerk to advise WSCC.
c) The owner of the baker’s shop and fish and chip shop in Wilton Close has raised the problem of unauthorised parking in the private car park in Wilton Close.  The car park is only for use by people using the Wilton Close shops.  Other people have been parking there, with the result that there has not been enough room for legitimate users to park there.  People need to be encouraged to use the car park behind the village hall more.  It was agreed that WSCC should be asked to install a sign on the High Street to the eastern side of the shops, advising drivers of the PGVH car park.  The Clerk to action.
d) WGPC has not raised its precept this year (it stays the same as last year at £61,788) but Council Tax bills recently received by residents show a 0.5% increase!  The Clerk to raise the matter with HDC.

6. Correspondence:
a) Request for some signposts to indicate location of Jolesfield Common, so that visiting sports teams could find the ground.  It was felt that signage was not necessary.  Instead, it is suggested the PG Youth Football Club could i) put a notice on the gate ii) supply a map to visiting teams iii) supply the post code (RH13 8JT) to visiting teams – for use with SATNAV.  The Clerk to advise PGYFC.

b) WSCC: update on CUSID costs (Chanctonbury unmanned speed indicator device).  The charge would be £175 per two week visit (batteries, maintenance, set-up costs).  This would be dependent on enough parishes getting involved in order to achieve 40 set-ups over two years plus some funding from S106 monies.  It was agreed that WGPC would be interested in supporting this venture and would be prepared to commit to three or four visits per year at a cost of £175 per set-up.  The Clerk to advise Chanctonbury CLC.  The Clerk to request an updated S106 spreadsheet from Mr Collins (HDC) to check on the current status of WGPC S106 monies in hand.
c) HDC: Removal of Christmas Decorations Grant to parish councils.  Noted.
d) Local resident reporting damage to cars by school coach driving through Oakwood on their way to dropping off children at Jolesfield School.  Crawley Coaches appear to have been doing this for a few weeks.  The Clerk to write to Crawley Coaches to request their drivers do not drive through Oakwood, copying in the WSCC Education Department and County Councillor Mr Barnard.
e) Independent inquiry into the nation’s sports facilities. The inquiry panel, chaired by sports broadcaster John Inverdale, is asking whether the country has enough sports and leisure facilities, what condition they are in and how easily people can access them.  See http://www.facilitiesinquiry.org.uk  Noted.
f) WSCC: Report on the annual public rights of way routine maintenance.  It was also mentioned that where the footpath enters the sewage farm field in Partridge Green, the handrail had been put back on the wrong side of the stile making it very difficult to negotiate the stile.  The Clerk to advise the WSCC Rangers.
7. Progressing the Parish Plan Actions
a) Cllr Green gave an update on the newly formed Transport Working Group (TWG).  The first meeting had taken place.  Mr Richard English had been approved as the Chairman of the TWG and Cllr Bullingham was representing the Parish Council on the group.  Their next meeting has been arranged for 15th April.
b) Copies of the Full Parish Plan Report (includes all background data and is in colour) are now available.  Copies will be put in public places for people to view or take away.  Also available from the Parish Office.
c) Cllr Berry gave an update on further Parish Plan Actions to pursue.  Amongst these, the Clerk to follow up the items:  i)Ask PCSO Danny Macleod for some window stickers advising that ‘cold callers’ should not call at a property.  These to be made available at the Annual Parish Meeting and at the Parish Office.  Information to be put in the newsletter and on the web site.  ii) Obtain information on the Help the Aged bus service and place on notice boards, web site and in newsletter.  iii) Ask HDC to remove the dog litter bin from the footpath near the school on health/hygiene grounds.  If it later transpires that a dog litter bin is needed in that vicinity, then it is suggested it should be placed on the green on the eastern side of Littleworth Lane slightly south of the school area.  iv) Ask the Camelia Botnar Foundation (CBF) whether they would sponsor a new bench for the corner of Littleworth Lane and Mill Lane.  Cllr Childs to provide a contact at CBF.
8. Dial Post Issues: none
9. Allotments Update
Cllr Russ updated members on the progress of preparation of the allotments.  The last issue on the 20 plot permission is being sorted out (the design of the passing place and access into the front field).  The extra paperwork required by HDC on the 35 plot application is almost ready so the application should be ready for the consultation process shortly.  The Allotments Association is working hard on making applications for funding.
MEETING OF KING GEORGE V 

PLAYING FIELD TRUSTEES

1. Declarations of Interest: 
Cllr Russ expressed an interest, due to his membership of the Sports & Social Club.
2. Matters Arising:
Mr P. Shayler of ‘Showtime Amusements’ would very much like to bring his fairground back to KGV this year.  A date is being sorted out with the sports clubs. 
3. Correspondence: none
4. Update from the KGV Working Group: none
5. KGV Maintenance: none
6. Partridge Green Fete 2010: nothing to report
The meeting closed at 8.50 p.m.
Next Open Spaces meeting: Wed 14th April 2010, 7.30 p.m., Dial Post Village Hall.

Signed as a true copy……………………..……………Date…………………….
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