WEST GRINSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE

Meeting held at Partridge Green Village Hall

on Wednesday 9th September 2009 at 7.30 p.m.

MINUTES

Present: - Councillors:  Mr. A. Childs (Chairman), Mr. R. Hill (Vice Chairman), Mr. D. Green, Mrs. C. Watts, Mrs. G. Nash, Mr. N. Berry and Mr. A. Russ.
Ms S. Cook (HDC Support Officer – Waste Management scheme)

Clerk: Mrs. H. Dayneswood.

1. Apologies: Cllrs: Mr. G. Taylor, Mr. M. Sheath and Mr. C. Neal.
2. Declarations of Interest: None
3. New Waste Management Scheme - Visit by Sarah Cook (HDC Support Officer)
Sarah Cook gave a summary of the new waste management scheme that is to be rolled out to most of the parish in early October. (Some parts of West Grinstead and Dial Post will not be included until Jan 2010.)  Leaflets about the scheme are being delivered to every household.  The new blue top bins will be delivered from 21st September onwards.  90% of properties can be served by the new side-loading vehicles.  With the innovative demountable pods on the collection vehicles and the transfer of the pods to vehicles which take them to the landfill/recycling sites, it is estimated that mileage will be reduced by 25%.  The new system will allow more materials to be recycled and reduce the waste taken to landfill.
Members thanked Sarah Cook for attending the meeting.

4. Chairman’s Announcements

a) Congratulations to the Partridge Green Cricket Club for winning their league and gaining promotion.

b) Cllr Childs reported on the excellent work of the police recently in stopping 12 speeding motorcyclists on the A24 in Dial Post area.  This resulted in their motorbikes being confiscated.

5. Minutes:

It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr. Watts, seconded Cllr. Hill).that the Minutes of the meeting held on 12th August 2009 be approved as a true record.
6. Matters Arising: 
a) The Clerk had been liaising with WSCC again about the problem of the pond by the B2135 in Jolesfield that needs dredging.  Another letter from WGPC had been sent to the pond-owner.  If there is no action within 14 days, the Clerk will inform WSCC so that they can trigger a formal 28-day notice period.
b) In the Burrell Close car park designated for some of the properties, there has been a problem with people parking their cars in other people’s designated spaces.  The Clerk to write to the properties in question, with suggestions of how the residents might resolve the problem.
c) The grass cutting service from Kent County Council has been less than acceptable in certain areas this year – primarily the smaller, more fiddly areas.  Members agreed that it would be a good idea to split the contract into two parts: a) St. George’s Church, St. Michael’s parish graveyard and Dial Post b) KGV and Jolesfield Common.  Local small businesses to be invited to tender for part a.  Kent County Council and others to be invited to tender for part b.  The Clerk to obtain quotes.
7. Correspondence:
a) HACVS: Invitation to an Interactive Presentation on local crime and community sentences, Tues 22nd Sep 2009, 9.30am - 11.30am, Lavinia House, Horsham.  Info.

b) BT: Formal Invitation to adopt the red telephone kiosk outside the Windmill Inn, Littleworth Lane for £1. Deadline for application - 14th Nov 2009.  The Clerk to ask the Windmill pub if they would like to adopt the kiosk.
c) WSCC:  Planned bus improvements to route 23 Crawley to Worthing.  New posts, hard standing, timetable cases etc. to some stops on the A24 near Dial Post.

d) Update on the CUSID (Chanctonbury Unmanned Speed Indicator Device) scheme.  The Clerk to register an interest in WGPC joining the scheme.
8. Dial Post Issues: 

The new Village Hall is taking shape.  It is anticipated that the main work will be completed by the end of the year, with testing to be undertaken in the new year.
9. Allotments Update
Cllr Russ had obtained three quotes for rabbit-proof fencing – these would be included on the September PC meeting agenda for approval.  The Clerk to action.
Members agreed that it was not necessary to include a pedestrian gate leading from the Jolesfield Common car park into the allotments area.  In fact, as the allotments parking spaces were now going to be at the eastern end of the allotments, it would be safer not to have a pedestrian gate opening onto the vehicle track.

Details of the soft landscaping, i.e., the mixed species hedging to be planted along the eastern and western sides of the allotments area needs to be submitted to HDC soon.  Useful species mentioned – holly (good under the oak trees) and field maple.  Guidance sheets available from FWAG.  The Clerk to seek advice on the hedging specification.
There would be no manure heaps on site – only compost heaps.

A local resident had expressed some concerns about the allotments project.  Cllr Taylor to update the resident concerned.
10. Christmas Lights 2009
a) The new kiosk for the electricity supply in PG High Street had been installed.  EDF are due to make the connection shortly.  Electrical testing and installation of a meter will then be needed.
b) It was suggested that perhaps someone from Jolesfield School might like to do the switch-on this year.  The Clerk to liaise with the head-teacher.

c) No Christmas tree would be needed at DPVH this year.  The Clerk to order 2 trees at about 22 feet each, from the same supplier as last year (Mr Peter Martin).
d) The Clerk to check with Mr Derek Saunders about any further lighting supplies needed.
e) The application for a grant from HDC is due by 16th October.  The Clerk to action.
MEETING OF KING GEORGE V 

PLAYING FIELD TRUSTEES

1. Declarations of Interest: 
Cllr Russ expressed an interest, due to his membership of the Sports & Social Club.
2. Matters Arising: 
The hedge on the northern border of KGV needs pruning back again.  The Clerk asked if Mr Hedley could be asked to do this work again.  There were no objections.
3. Correspondence:

Email from a local resident concerning week-end anti-social behaviour at Jolesfield Common.  The problem of some people camping, chopping down trees, having fires and being noisy on some week-ends over the summer was discussed.  WGPC is discussing with the police ways of combating this behaviour.
4. Update from the KGV Working Group: none
5. KGV Maintenance

a) Members discussed an outline specification by N Seal Ltd for works to remodel the pond and surrounding area, for a budget sum of £3,575.  Some members felt it would be good to get the work done now while others felt that any pond works should be considered at the same time as other actions arising out of the Strategy for KGV.  The Clerk was asked to obtain two further quotes.
b) One of the recently repaired safety surfaces in KGV playground had some defects, in that some of the joins had not bonded properly.  ‘Playsafe Playgrounds’ has been asked to rectify the problem a.s.a.p.
c) Information on latest rules on fall heights and safety surfaces.  Well maintained grass is now an acceptable safe surface for fall heights of up to 1.5 metres.  Previously, grass was only considered safe for fall heights of up to 1 metre.
The meeting closed at 9.35 p.m.
Next Open Spaces meeting: Wed 14th October 2009, 7.30 p.m., Partridge Green Village Hall.

Signed as a true copy……………………..……………Date…………………….
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