WEST GRINSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE

Meeting held at Partridge Green Village Hall

on Wednesday 9th December 2009 at 7.30 p.m.

MINUTES

Present: - Councillors:  Mr. A. Childs (Chairman), Mr. R. Hill (Vice Chairman), Mr. D. Green, Mrs C. Watts, Mr A. Russ, Mrs. G. Nash, Mr G. Taylor, Mrs H. Bullingham.
Members of the KGV Working Group: Mrs O. Izzard and Mrs A. Hughes.
Clerk: Mrs. H. Dayneswood.

1. Apologies: Received from Cllrs. Mr N. Berry, Mr C. Neal, Mr P. Kanabus and Mr M. Sheath.
2. Chairman’s Announcements: none
3. Minutes of the last Meeting (Parish Council & KGV business):

It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 11th November 2009 be approved as a true record.  (Proposed Cllr. Taylor, seconded Cllr. Nash).
MEETING OF KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELD TRUSTEES

1. Declarations of Interest for KGV Meeting
Cllr Russ declared an interest, due to his involvement with the Partridge Green Sports & Social Club.

2. Matters Arising: 

Cllr Russ reported that the Sports & Social Club will now make their own arrangements for recycling cans and bottles, as any rubbish left in the green sacks just goes to the general landfill.  He also requested that the Clerk confirm in writing to the Sports & Social Club, the PC’s agreement that the non-loading bearing wall in the pavilion may be removed.  The Clerk to action.
3. Correspondence: none
4. Update on KGV Playing Fields Working Group (WG):

Mrs Izzard gave an update on the work of the KGV Working Group.  They were not ready at this meeting to verbally report their recommendations.  They suggested that they bring their completed Report and Recommendations to either the January Open Spaces meeting or the January Parish Council meeting.  Mrs Hughes asked that the Parish Council hold off making any significant decisions regarding KGV until the KGV WG’s Report and Recommendations had been brought before the Parish Council.  Mrs Izzard re-iterated the group’s wish for the Parish Council to hold an open meeting where the findings of the KGV WG could be presented to the public.  
5. KGV Maintenance: none
6. Partridge Green Fete 2010
It was agreed that any profit arising from the fete should be split between:  the Pre-School in PGVH, the Pre-School at Jolesfield School and the Tumble Tots at Dial Post, depending on the sum available.
7. The Tractor Shed

It was agreed that the sports clubs who make use of the tractor shed needed a gentle reminder that the shed belongs to the Parish Council and that the Council would need more space in the shed in the run-up to the fete next year.  The Clerk to write to the Football Club and Cricket Club.
PARISH COUNCIL BUSINESS
4. Declarations of Interest: None
5. Matters Arising:
The bridge over the ditch from the bottom of Hazelwood Road into the field is not actually on any definitive right of way but needs routine maintenance.  It was erected by a volunteer team many years ago.  WSCC Access Ranger Mr D. Rolfe suggested that it may be worth approaching the new landowner to see if they would consider a dedication of this bridge and handholds on the well used route.  The Clerk to action.
6. Correspondence

a) WSCC: For the time being, Highway Officer for our area is Mr. M. Bishop and Customer Service Officer is Ms. P. Buckland.  Noted.

b) HDC: Research on Ethnic Groups within the District.  Response requested by 31st December 2009.  No action.
7. Update on Local Flooding Issues
There had been discussion and a site meeting with local residents about the ongoing problem of flooding in the gardens of Finches Close and Little Finches.  It had come to light that a pond had been put into the land behind Deane’s Cottage plus a ditch leading from that pond to the boundary fence of Finches Close.  It was agreed that the problem needs to looked at in more detail and that it may well be appropriate for the residents affected by the flooding to be asked to contribute to the cost of a survey of the area.
As a starting point, the Clerk was asked to contact Croudace to ask for a copy of the drainage plan for Finches Close and Little Finches.

The problem of the overflowing pond at Jolesfield had not been resolved.  The inlet and outlet pipes at the pond continue to block up, as do the road drain and pipe under the road.  Cllr Green offered to draft a letter to go to all the parties involved (Cllr Barnard and the roads police to be copied in).

8. Update on Parish Plan

a) The installation of two new public benches - one at the junction of Littleworth Lane and Mill Lane, the other on Jolesfield Common had been identified as actions.  For the Jolesfield Common bench, it was suggested that Old Barn Nurseries be asked if they could cover the cost of it.  For the bench at the Mill Lane / Littleworth Lane junction, it was suggested that the PC offer to move the Millennium signpost if the Littleworth Residents Association install the bench.  The Clerk to action.
b) Public meeting on local transport/traffic issues booked for 28th January 2009.  There has been no confirmation as yet of a senior police representative to attend the meeting.  The Clerk to check on this in early January.
9. Dial Post Issues: 

The new Dial Post Village Hall is progressing very well.
10. Update on Allotments Project
a) Update on Progress by Cllr Russ.  The land is too wet for machinery to get onto it at present.  The Allotments Association Committee is progressing well.  Applications for an HDC grant and an ‘Awards for All’ grant are almost ready for submission.  The lease document from the landowners’ solicitor has been promised shortly.  There are a few details, required under the conditions of the planning permission, being sorted out with Ms. K. Sadler at HDC.  (Since the meeting, the landowners have agreed that the main water supply pipe can be run underground along the southern edge of the front field, in order to pipe the water to the allotments area.)
b) The contractors had been slow in getting their quotes submitted for the gates work, so this could not be approved yet.
c) It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr Watts, seconded Cllr Green) to recommend to the Finance Committee that the amount WGPC should charge the Allotments Association for land rental should be set at £20 per allotment per year.  While there were 20 allotments, this would mean an annual rental of £400.  If permission was approved for 35 allotments, then the annual rental would be £700.
*********************************************************************************
Planning Committee Meeting

Wednesday 9th December 

After the Open Spaces meeting

Present: - Councillors:  Mr G. Taylor (Chairman), Mrs. G. Nash (Vice Chairman), Mr. D. Green, Mr. A. Childs, Mr. R. Hill.

Clerk: Mrs. H. Dayneswood.

1. Apologies Received from: Cllr Mr. M. Staples, Mr M. Sheath, Mr P. Kanabus.
2. Declarations of Interest: none
3. Current Applications: 

The following planning applications was considered, as there was insufficient time available at December Planning Committee meeting.

	DC/09/2071

WG/09/59
	Lisa Da Silva
	Grants Farm House, Lock, PG
	Construction of 1 bedroom annexe to main farmhouse (Full Planning)
	NO OBJECTION provided that a condition is put on the permission so that the annexe cannot ever be sold separately from the main house.

	DC/09/2072

WG/09/60
	Lisa Da Silva
	Grants Farm House, Lock, PG
	Construction of 1 bedroom annexe to main farmhouse (Listed Building Consent)
	NO OBJECTION provided that a condition is put on the permission so that the annexe cannot ever be sold separately from the main house.


The meeting closed at 8.55 p.m.
Next Open Spaces meeting: Wed 13th January 2010, 7.30 p.m., Partridge Green Village Hall.

Signed as a true copy……………………..……………Date…………………….
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