WEST GRINSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE

Meeting held at Partridge Green Village Hall

on Wednesday 14th September 2009 at 7.30 p.m.

MINUTES

Present: - Councillors:  Mr. A. Childs (Chairman), Mr. R. Hill (Vice Chairman), Mr. D. Green, Mrs C. Watts, Mr N. Berry, Mr A. Russ, Mr P. Kanabus, Mr G. Taylor, Mrs H. Bullingham.
Members of the KGV Working Group: Mrs O. Izzard and Mr N. Farey.
Clerk: Mrs. H. Dayneswood.

1. Apologies: Received from Cllrs. Mrs. G. Nash, Mr C. Neal and Mr M. Sheath.
2. Chairman’s Announcements:
The Clerk asked if anyone would be able to take the minutes for the November Parish Council meeting on 18th November.  Cllr Russ kindly offered to do this.
3. Minutes of the last Meeting (Parish Council & KGV business):

It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 9th September 2009 be approved as a true record.  (Proposed Cllr. Kanabus, seconded Cllr. Berry).
MEETING OF KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELD TRUSTEES

1. Declarations of Interest for KGV Meeting
Cllr Russ declared an interest, due to his involvement with the Partridge Green Sports & Social Club.

2. Matters Arising: 

The Partridge Green fete has been booked for 14th August 2010 and Harris’s fairground will be bringing some rides to the event.  It was agreed that the Clerk should liaise with Mr Shayler of Showtime Amusements to arrange a date in May or June for his fairground to visit KGV playing fields.  Any booking would need to be dovetailed with the programme of the sports clubs.
3. Correspondence: none
4. Update on KGV Playing Fields Working Group (WG):

Mrs Izzard gave an update on the work of the KGV Working Group.  The members are currently each working on a different area of the remit.  In due course the KGV WG will present a report to the Parish Council.  Minutes of the KGV WG meetings are available for reference at the Parish Office.
Members of the Open Spaces Committee thanked the KGV WG for the good work they are doing.
5. KGV Maintenance:

a) There are ongoing problems with small bonfires and broken glass in KGV playing fields.  The Village Tidier and Clerk do their best to make sure broken glass gets removed promptly.  If you do find any glass, however, please report it a.s.a.p. to the Parish Office (01403 710270).
b) The shutters on the pavilion need re-oiling/greasing.  The Clerk to ask Mr Bellamy to try WD40 in the first instance.  If this does not solve the problem, then to report back to the Clerk.
c) It appears that someone has tampered with the chains on the main gate, making it very tight to lock the padlock.  Cllr Childs offered a spare case-hardened chain.  The old padlock could be cut off and Steefab asked to re-weld the components together.
d) It was agreed that the Clerk should ask Mr Hedley for a quote to tidy up the vegetation on the eastern side of the fields (from the old Scout Hut location down to the SE corner) and in the scrub area south of the playground.

e) It was agreed that there was no point in doing some interim tidy up of vegetation in the area of the pond.  The Clerk to seek two further quotes for significant works on the pond and surround, basing the specification on the quote already received from Mr Seal, plus an invitation to make suggestions for any further work that seemed to be needed.
f) The Clerk reported that the surface of the skateramp was suffering from wear and tear from the good use that has been made of it by the youth and may well need re-plying again soon.  However, members were disappointed that the skateramp was not wearing overall as well as might have been expected.  The Clerk to check the original purchase paperwork and to ask the installers (3B Ramps) to review the situation.
g) Some of the sensing lights on the exterior of the pavilion were faulty.  Cllr Russ offered to follow the matter up and to see if Kestrel could help.
6. Partridge Green Fete 2010
Cllr Bullingham updated members on progress to date.  There were many good ideas and volunteers coming forward.
7. The Tractor Shed

It was agreed that the sports clubs who make use of the tractor shed needed a gentle reminder that the shed belongs to the Parish Council and that the Council would need more space in the shed in the run-up to the fete next year.  The Clerk to write to the Football Club and Cricket Club.
8. Ditch on the western edge of KGV playing fields.
It had been reported to the Clerk by local residents that there had originally been a ditch along the western edge of KGV.  However, members were not agreed that there had been a ditch there in the past.  The Clerk to try to gather more information on this.
PARISH COUNCIL BUSINESS
4. Declarations of Interest: None
5. Matters Arising:
a) It was agreed not to take any further action at present on the transfer of the PGVH car park from HDC to WGPC.

b) The Clerk gave an update on the flooding problem across the B2135 near Jolesfield Common.  Both WSCC and the Clerk are working to get the problem solved with the landowner.

6. Correspondence

a) The planned works requiring the closure of B2135 - from the Catholic Church to west of Black Barn access road – have been cancelled.
b) WSCC notice of drainage improvements at junction of Littleworth Lane and Mill Lane.  Three-way traffic lights will be in operation.  From 5th October for approximately 2 weeks.

7. Grass cutting Quotations for 2010
Quotations had been received as follows:

	Item
	D. Flynn Services
	Neat & Stripy
	Kent County Council

	St George’s church
	1200
	1200
	1092.00

	St. Michael’s parish burial ground
	375
	1275
	614.25

	Dial Post green & playground
	900
	1900
	904.06

	KGV fields & playground
	2340
	Not quoting
	2613.97

	Jolesfield Common
	540
	Not quoting
	220.56

	Totals
	5355
	
	5444.84


It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr Taylor, seconded Cllr Watts) that the contract for St. George’s Church should be awarded to Neat & Stripy and that the contract for all the other areas should be awarded to D. Flynn Services.  This recommendation to be passed to the Finance Committee.
8. Dial Post Issues: none
Cllr Childs asked the Clerk to report to WSCC that WSCC grass cutters had broken the drain covers in the verge along the Old Worthing Road in Dial Post.
Cllr Childs reported the problems he had been experiencing in releasing the promised £38,000 Section 106 money from HDC for the Dial Post Village Hall project.  The matter to be raised at the next Parish Council meeting.

9. Update on Allotments Project
a) Update on Progress by Cllr Russ:

i. Members proposed a vote of thanks to Karen Taylor for her excellent work on the revised drawings.  The Clerk to write to her.
ii. A copy of the revised drawing has been sent to Kathryn Sadler at HDC.  Cllrs Russ and Green to meet with her to discuss it a.s.a.p.
iii. The application for the water connection had been submitted to Southern Water.
iv. The Allotments Working Group had felt that the best place to lay the water pipe coming from the B2135 up to the allotments area would be in the field next to the access road (northern side), so as not to disturb the current track surface.  If it was laid deep enough it would not affect any future ploughing work undertaken in that field.  Permission would need to be sought from the landowner before this was carried out.

v. The blue pipe that had already been laid along the southern edge of the current access track was only 32mm diameter.  A diameter of 50mm was needed for the main feed-pipe to service the allotments.  The 32mm pipe would be cut off at surface, so as not to destabilise the current access road.

vi. Within the allotments field itself where the water distribution pipes would be laid, pipes of 32mm diameter would suffice.
b) Cyder Land services had provided more details for their quote on rabbit-proof fencing – the contract award to be agreed at the October PC meeting.

c) It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr Kanabus, seconded Cllr Hill) to recommend to the full Parish Council that management of the allotments should be devolved to an Allotments Association.
d) It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr Bullingham, seconded Cllr Watts) to recommend to the full Parish Council that WGPC charge the Allotments Association a sum of £720 per annum for use of the allotments and associated facilities.
10. Christmas Lights 2009
a) Update on the installation of a power supply in the centre of Partridge Green High Street.  The dates for connection and installation of a meter have been booked.

b) One of the children from Jolesfield School will perform the switch-on.

c) Two sources for Christmas trees had been identified and the Clerk will pursue these:  from Mr Peter Martin and Mr Derek Crush.
d) Replacement lights for Dial Post tree have been purchased.
e) Father William has agreed to arrange for the children’s choir to lead carol singing again.
The meeting closed at 9. 20 p.m.
Next Open Spaces meeting: Wed 11th November 2009, 7.30 p.m., Partridge Green Village Hall.

Signed as a true copy……………………..……………Date…………………….
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