WEST GRINSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE

Meeting held at Partridge Green Village Hall

on Wednesday 13th May 2009 at 7.30 p.m.

MINUTES

Present: - Councillors:  Mr. A. Childs (Chairman), Mr. M. Staples, Mr. D. Green, Mrs C. Watts, Mrs. G. Nash, Mr G. Taylor, Mr N. Berry, Mr M. Sheath, Mr C. Neal, Mr A. Russ.
Clerk: Mrs. H. Dayneswood.

1. Apologies: Cllr Mr. R. Hill (Vice Chairman).
2. Declarations of Interest: None
3. Minutes:

It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 8th April 2009 be approved as a true record.  (Proposed Cllr. Green, seconded Cllr. Taylor).
4. Matters Arising: None
5. Correspondence:
a) HDC: Requests for future Snack Wagon booking - need to complete a pre-qualification questionnaire.  Agreed to ask for the Snack Wagon to visit Dial Post again.  The Clerk to forward the questionnaire to Cllrs Neal & Childs for ideas for input.
b) HDC: Copy of letter to 1 Morningside Cottages about proposed new licence for rear access onto HDC-owned village hall car park. (Info only)

c) Email from local resident re public field below Hazelwood Road:  Suggestion to ask landowners to erect some signage at points where footpaths enter the field, warning users and dog owners of the possible presence of horses or livestock in the field.  Members felt that there needed to be consideration and courtesy on both sides, i.e., horse riders and pedestrians.  The Clerk to make the signs suggestion to the landowners.
d) Email from Mr S. Brown (YFC) re:
i) Use of S106 Hillreed money.  There is £2226.75 left in the S106 Hillreed pot, all of which is available for improvements to Junior Football facilities at Jolesfield Common.  
ii) ) Use of the access road and car park at Jolesfield Common in relation to the proposed allotments.  There seems to have been some misunderstanding about this and a few points needs clarification.  Cllr Russ to speak with the Chairman of PG Football Club. 
The Clerk to advise Mr Brown on both these issues.
6. Local Traffic Management: 

The Clerk had recently gleaned further information from PCSO Danny Macleod about SID (Speed Indicator Device).  As it going to take some time for the new unmanned SID to be up and running, it was agreed that it would be a good idea to go ahead with the manned SID.  Six volunteers have been found to help with the project and they will be given appropriate training.  The device will indicate the actual speed of a passing vehicle; a smiley face shows the speed is under the limit and a frowning face shows the speed limit has been exceeded.  The intention is to have the device operational at the worst places for speeding around the area of Partridge Green.  Item passed to finance for the approval of £100 for contribution to maintenance costs.
The Clerk had also gleaned information about the police TMU (Traffic Management Unit) but suggested that the item be deferred until the promised written report is received.

7. Dial Post Issues: 

The new committee for the Dial Post Village Hall Association had recently been voted in.  The building of the new hall is due to commence on 18th May.
8. Allotments
A letter from Mr D. Marshall (land agent) had been received.  He made the following points:
· Rent reviews would not be subject to the RPI but rather market rent at the time of review.
· The footings of the former stable (bothy) should remain undisturbed.

The fact that the bothy footings needed to remain and also the very shady corner where the large trees overhang means that the number of plots would be reduced.  Members felt that there should be some negotiation on terms and it was suggested that a site meeting with Mr Marshall would be the best way of addressing this.  The Clerk to action.

The Allotments Working Group had met recently and started planning the work that needed to be done to prepare the site.

It was agreed that it would be wise to keep photographic evidence of changes made to the site.

Cllr Green confirmed that he would be able to draft the Lease.  The Clerk to advise Mr Marshall.

Cllr Nash said that the best time to spray the whole site would be about the end of July – any earlier and there would be re-growth.  The cost of the spray would be about £200.  Her husband had offered to do the spraying work for no charge.

9. Electricity Supply for Christmas Lights in the Centre of Partridge Green

The Clerk gave an update on the site meeting with EDF and Mr D. Saunders.  The most cost-effective solution is to take a power supply from the electricity pole located to the west of the butcher’s shop.  A cable could be run down the pole via ducting in a trench and into a metal kiosk/cubicle.  The kiosk would house the consumer unit, timer, sockets and meter.  The quotation received from EDF was based on siting the cubicle on the ground just into the Wilton Close car park land.  However, from further discussion with Mr D. Saunders it was realised that a cheaper option would be to put the cubicle on the fence just to the side of the butcher’s double gates.  The quotation from EDF and the costs for other components estimated by Mr Saunders were discussed.
It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr. Sheath, seconded Cllr. Taylor).to go ahead with the proposed solution for the installation of a mains power supply and cubicle.  The item to be passed to Finance for their approval.  The Clerk to ask Mr S. Hutchings for permission to carry out the work on his land.
MEETING OF KING GEORGE V 

PLAYING FIELD TRUSTEES

1. Declarations of Interest:

Cllr Russ declared an interest, due to his involvement with the Partridge Green Sports & Social Club.

2. Matters Arising: 
The Clerk advised members that in KGV playground, the safety surface around the springers and around the toddler multi-play area is lifting at the edges in some places.  Wicksteed will be making a site visit a.s.a.p. and will advise how the problem can be rectified.
3. Correspondence:  none
4. Update from the last Scouts Working Group:

Cllr Staples reported back on the Scouts Working Group (SWG) meeting on 28th April 2009.  The planning application for a replacement building for the Scouts in KGV had been provisionally recommended for refusal by the planning officer.  Discussions had taken place with HDC about other possible locations for the building and putting some conditions on the application.  Mr Gary Peck (HDC) felt that it would be better to site the building either nearer the pavilion or south of the playground.  However, both of these options would require a fresh application and therefore more expense.  It would be possible to amend the current application slightly (at no extra expense).  
The SWG agreed they would like to make a minor amendment to the application - moving the building slightly further east and south and thus further away from the property ‘Robin Shaw’.  They also suggested a number of conditions about: a) hours of use b) car parking and reclaiming tarmac with grasscrete or green plastic matting c) CCTV d) limited planting of trees and shrubs.
Given that the KGV Working Group (KGV WG) had only just been formed, the majority of Parish Council members felt the decision about whether to submit the amendment should be deferred until the KGV WG had been advised about the amended planning application.  Check with HDC about any deadline for submission of the amendment. 
The meeting closed at 9.30 p.m.
Next Open Spaces meeting: Wed 10th June 2009, 7.30 p.m., Partridge Green Village Hall.

Signed as a true copy……………………..……………Date…………………….
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