WEST GRINSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE

Meeting held at Partridge Green Village Hall

on Wednesday 11th November 2009 at 7.30 p.m.

MINUTES

Present: - Councillors:  Mr. A. Childs (Chairman), Mr. R. Hill (Vice Chairman), Mr. D. Green, Mrs. C. Watts, Mrs. G. Nash, Mr. N. Berry, Mr. G. Taylor, Mr. C. Neal, Mrs H. Bullingham and Mr. A. Russ.
Two members of the KGV Working Group:  Mrs O. Izzard and Mrs A. Hughes.
Clerk: Mrs. H. Dayneswood.

1. Apologies: Cllr: Mr. M. Sheath.
2. Declarations of Interest: Cllr Taylor decaled an interest in agenda item 9 re: allotments.
3. Chairman’s Announcements: none
4. Minutes:

It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr. Kanabus, seconded Cllr. Green) that the Minutes of the meeting held on 14th October 2009 be approved as a true record.
5. Matters Arising: 
a) The Clerk thanked Cllr Berry and the rest of the PG History Club for allowing the PC to use the History Club A3 printer.
b) It was agreed to ask Mr Peter Priston to cut down the vegetation at the junction of Oakwood and PG High Street, in order to improve the sight lines.  The Clerk to action.

c) The Clerk reported on some aspects of the new Power of Wellbeing (PoW).  She was asked to carry out further research on a) examples of uses of the PoW, b) the sources of funding only available under the new power c) other councils’ experience of Quality Parish status.

d) It was agreed to request a search of the index map for some land at the far end of Meyers Wood, in order to try to find out who is responsible for cutting the hedge on that land.  The Clerk to action.
6. Correspondence:
a) Letter to Amber Scaffolding asking them to make repairs to their fencing support posts next to the public footpath.  Reply received advising the work had been done.  (Info only)

b) WSCC: Offer of plastic replacement arm for vandalised finger post - difference from wood only noticeable close up.  Arm & letters now delivered.  WSCC advising that it is the responsibility of the parish to get the arm put on.  WSCC can provide traffic management if required.  The Clerk to ask Mr Baker to carry out the repair work and check with WSCC if traffic management necessary.
c) HDC: From the ‘Sustainable Community Strategy’, an initiative has been proposed for parishes to enter into ‘cluster’ working for improved efficiency.  Map of suggested clusters provided.  West Grinstead ‘clustered’ with Cowfold, Shermanbury, Woodmancote and Henfield.  HDC is not imposing clusters on parishes. (Info only) 

7. Parish Plan Update
a) 1500 copies of the b/w Summary Report have been printed by HDC.  Members to liaise with Cllr Berry please about arrangements for delivery to households.
b) The Full Report will be made available on the newsletter web site.  Supplying CDs was discussed but it was felt that many people would be concerned about possible viruses being transmitted by CDs.  The Clerk to ask Cllr Staples for progress on the printing costs from Kall Kwik.
c) Members discussed details for a public meeting in January 2010 on Transport/Traffic issues arising from responses to the Parish Plan.  It was decided to put the matter on the PC agenda for 18th November - the Clerk to action.  It was felt that various groups should be contacted prior to the January public meeting to find out their concerns about traffic, speeding, parking etc.  Groups suggested:  Dial Post residents, West Grinstead hamlet residents, Littleworth Residents’ Association, Jolesfield Residents’ Association, KGV Working Group, South Street residents, Jolesfield School PTA.  The Clerk and Cllr Berry to contact the groups.
8. Dial Post Issues: 

The new Village Hall is taking shape.  It is anticipated that the main work will be completed within 5 to 6 weeks.
9. Allotments Update
Cllr Russ updated members on the progress of preparation of the allotments.
All people on the waiting list had been invited to a meeting on 2nd November for a) an update on progress b) setting up an Allotments Association.

The new Allotments Association (AA) Committee had met for the first time on 10th November.  The following officers were elected:  Chairman:  Mr T. Scadding-Hunt, Vice Chairman: Mrs K. Taylor, Secretary: Mrs C. Eyre, Treasurer: Mrs E. Rogers (with help from Mrs I. Evans), Web site information: Ms. V. Burgess, Funding Co-ordinator: Mr I. Eyre.

The AA Committee were broadly happy with the draft constitution for the association and they were setting up a bank account.  The first AGM is likely to take place at the end of January.

The KGV WG had been continuing with the start-up works, e.g., revised drawings, rotovating, plans for rabbit-proof fencing, changes to gates and water installation.  Particular thanks to Mrs K. Taylor and Mr. M. Nash for their endeavours.  A supplementary planning application would shortly be submitted to HDC to seek permission for increasing the number of allotments from 20 to 35 because of the high demand for allotments.

Cllr Berry reported that if the AA were interested in getting subsidised composter systems from WSCC, they needed to act soon because the scheme was due to finish at the end of March 2010.  Cllr Berry also provided information on the WSCC Green Club.

10. Christmas Lights 2009
a) The new kiosk for the electricity supply is ready for use.
b) The Christmas trees would be erected during the week of 16th November.

c) As the PC would be paying for electricity on the southern side of the High Street shops, it was agreed that it would be a good idea to replace the power-hungry lights above the Wilton Close shops with new LED ones.  The Clerk to liaise with Mr Saunders about it.
d) Trial run of switching on the lights proposed for immediately after the Planning meeting on 2nd December.  The Clerk to check the date with those involved.
MEETING OF KING GEORGE V 

PLAYING FIELD TRUSTEES

1. Declarations of Interest: 
Cllr Russ expressed an interest, due to his membership of the Sports & Social Club.
2. Matters Arising: 
a) The Clerk updated members on how HDC deals with the collection of the official green sacks around the village - primarily that rubbish in those sacks does not get re-cycled.  Cllr Russ to discuss with the Sports & Social Club how they could re-cycle their rubbish from the KGV pavilion.
b) The Parish Council would like to thank Camelia Botnar for their generous gift of plants for the KGV planters and to Mrs Tate-Harte for arranging the gift.  The Clerk to write to thank Ms E. Wilde at Camelia Botnar.
3. Correspondence: none
4. Update from the KGV Working Group:

Mrs Izzard and Hughes updated members on the work of the KGV Working Group (WG).  They are beginning to draw up their list of recommendations for the Parish Council and will finalise those at their next meeting on 1st December.  They would like to attend the December Open Spaces Committee to give an informal update on those recommendations.  At the January Open Spaces meeting they would like to give a proper presentation about their work and recommendations.  They also request that the Council call an open meeting in February or March so that the public can receive feedback on the work of the KGV WG.  Members of the Parish Council discussed whether the KGV WG feedback could be incorporated into the Annual Parish Meeting in March - to be considered further.
Some members of the KGV WG would also like to offer their services on a long-term basis, as voluntary people keeping an eye on the KGV playing fields - who could then report back to the PC any items of interest or concern.

Members thanked the KGV WG for all their hard work on the KGV playing fields issues.
5. KGV Maintenance

a) Members felt they needed to consider the three quotes for works to the pond area in more detail.  The Clerk to circulate the details and also copy them to the KGV Working Group.
b) It was agreed that it would be a waste of time and effort to coat the skateramp with preservative this time of year.  Re-plying and coating with preservative should be done in the spring.
6. Partridge Green Fete 2010

Cllr Bullingham reported that plans are progressing well.

7. Works to the KGV Football Pitch

a) It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr. Neal, seconded Cllr. Green) to approve the finance arrangements to enable the PG Football Club to claim back VAT on works (verti-draining and worm cast prevention) to the football pitch (details already emailed).  This is possible due to the Parish Council being the sole trustee of KGV playing fields.
The meeting closed at 9.15 p.m.
Next Open Spaces meeting: Wed 9th December 2009, 7.30 p.m., Partridge Green Village Hall.

Signed as a true copy……………………..……………Date…………………….
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