WEST GRINSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE

Meeting held at Partridge Green Village Hall

on Wednesday 10th February 2010 at 7.30 p.m.

MINUTES

Present: - Councillors:  Mr. A. Childs (Chairman), Mr. R. Hill (Vice Chairman), Mr. D. Green, Mrs. C. Watts, Mrs H. Bullingham and Mr. A. Russ.
One member of the KGV Working Group:  Mrs O. Izzard.
Clerk: Mrs. H. Dayneswood.

1. Apologies: Cllrs: Mr. M. Sheath, Mr. C. Neal, Mrs. G. Nash, Mr. N. Berry, Mr. G. Taylor,
2. Declarations of Interest: none
3. Chairman’s Announcements: none
4. Minutes:

It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr. Bullingham, seconded Cllr. Hill) that the Minutes of the meeting held on 9th December 2009 be approved as a true record.
5. Matters Arising: 
a) The hedge on the corner of Church Road and Church Lane has still not been cut back, with the result that it is becoming difficult for two cars to pass each other in the lane.  The Clerk to contact the householder about it.

b) It was agreed that the Parish Council would adopt the old red telephone kiosk in Littleworth Lane from British Telecom for £1 and then draw up an agreement for it to become the responsibility of the Windmill pub.  The Clerk to update Mr Lennon at the Windmill pub and liaise with British Telecom.
c) It was agreed that the matter of the CUSID (Chanctonbury Unmanned Speed Indicator Device) scheme should be referred to the new Transport Working Group.
6. Correspondence:
a) WSCC:  The Real Hedge Fund, for the planting of new hedges and hedgerow trees.  This was already being pursued by the Allotments Working Group.  It could also be of benefit to other groups/areas in the parish, e.g., the school and KGV.  The Clerk to circulate the information to all parish councillors.
b) The Littleworth Residents’ Association have agreed to fund a new bench seat on the corner of Mill lane and Littleworth Lane, in return for the PC funding the re-siting of the Millennium sign so that it is more prominent.  The Clerk to liaise with Mr B. Newman about this.
c) WSCC: dedication of route as a footpath at the bottom of Hazelwood Road.  No action at present.
d) If the PC purchase some grit bins and place them on the public highway, WSCC would be happy to license them and fill them annually with grit.  The Clerk to obtain information on the cost of grit bins.
e) It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr Watts, seconded Cllr Green) that ROSPA be asked to carry out the annual playgrounds inspection for 2010.

f) The Clerk reported that HDC Building Control held some drainage plans for the development in Finches Close and Little Finches (circa 1972).  It was suggested that Cllrs Watts & Berry visit HDC to view the microfiches (contact Mr Jonathan Davies, Building Control).
7. Parish Plan Update
Seven local residents had volunteered to serve on the Transport Working Group (TWG).  Cllr Bullingham offered to join the group as well.  It was agreed to draw up some Terms of Reference for the group.  Cllr Green offered to chair the first meeting of the TWG.  The Clerk to contact members to arrange a date.
8. Dial Post Issues: 

The new Village Hall is completed and is being very well used.
9. Allotments Update
Cllr Russ updated members on the progress of preparation of the allotments.  The Allotments Association recently held their AGM.  Due to issues that needed to be resolved with HDC and the water-logged state of the ground, unfortunately the allotments will not now be ready until the autumn.  The main focus at present is on fund raising – there are several sources that are looking very hopeful. 
The Clerk to ask Mr Jones at HDC if he could do an overview of the safety of the overhanging trees at the allotments site.

10. Christmas Lights 2009
There had been some complimentary comments on the Christmas Lights display in PG.  The Clerk reported on some issues during the set-up period in 2009 and it was agreed that a different approach would be needed for certain items.
MEETING OF KING GEORGE V 

PLAYING FIELD TRUSTEES

1. Declarations of Interest: 
Cllr Russ expressed an interest, due to his membership of the Sports & Social Club.
2. Matters Arising:
There is an old mattress by the side of the pond in KGV.  Cllr Watts offered to organise its removal.

3. Correspondence: 
a) Request by Mr K. Paddock to run a charity event (Cancer Research), with erection of marqueé, in KGV playing fields on 4th September 2010.  Members had no objections to this in principle, as long as it does not create any problems for the sports teams.  The position of the marqueé to be agreed by the Sports & Social Club.  Cllr Russ to liaise with Mr Paddock about this.
b) Request from Mr P. Shayler to bring fairground to KGV on w/e 7th - 9th May 2010.  Unfortunately, this does not fit in with the schedule of cricket matches. The Clerk to update Mr Shayler.
4. Update from the KGV Working Group:

Mrs Izzard updated members on the work of the KGV Working Group (WG).  Their draft report is completed and is being checked by members of the KGV WG.  They intend to hold one further meeting of the KGV WG to finalise the report.  They plan to pass the report to the Parish Council before the March Parish Council meeting and then make a presentation at the March PC meeting.
5. KGV Maintenance: none
6. Partridge Green Fete 2010

a) Cllr Bullingham reported that plans are progressing well.

b) There had been a query from a local resident about the commercial/voluntary status of the childrens’ groups to be awarded any profit arising from the 2010 fete.  Cllrs Bullingham and Watts reported that the groups had been chosen according to need.  The Stepping Stones, PG Pre-school and DP Tumble Tots groups are more in need of the funding than the Bluebell Nursery and the PG Mother & Toddler group.
The meeting closed at 8.50 p.m.
Next Open Spaces meeting: Wed 10th March 2010, 7.30 p.m., Partridge Green Village Hall.

Signed as a true copy……………………..……………Date…………………….
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