WEST GRINSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE

Meeting held at Partridge Green Village Hall

on Wednesday 10th June 2009 at 7.30 p.m.

MINUTES

Present: - Councillors:  Mr. A. Childs (Chairman), Mr. R. Hill (Vice Chairman), Mr. D. Green, Mrs C. Watts, Mr G. Taylor, Mr N. Berry, Mr A. Russ, Mr P. Kanabus.
Mr J. Bellamy (PG Football Club), Mr S. Brown (PG Youth Football Club).
Clerk: Mrs. H. Dayneswood.

1. Apologies: Received from Cllrs. Mrs. G. Nash, Mr C. Neal, Mr M. Sheath and the reasons noted.
2. Election of Chairman of Open Spaces Committee

It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr Green, seconded Cllr Hill) that Cllr Childs should be appointed Chairman of the Open Spaces Committee for 2009/2010.
3. Election of Vice Chairman of Open Spaces Committee

It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr Childs, seconded Cllr Berry) that Cllr Hill should be appointed Vice Chairman of the Open Spaces Committee for 2009/2010.
4. Minutes of the last Meeting (Parish Council & KGV business):

It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 13th May 2009 be approved as a true record.  (Proposed Cllr. Green, seconded Cllr. Watts).
MEETING OF KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELD TRUSTEES

1. Declarations of Interest for KGV Meeting
Cllr Russ declared an interest, due to his involvement with the Partridge Green Sports & Social Club.

2. Matters Arising: None
3. Correspondence: 

The Clerk read out a letter from Colemans solicitors, acting on behalf of a local resident in connection with the proposed location of the Scout Hut.  It was felt that the issue was academic for the moment.  The Clerk to reply, saying that the PC did not agree with the position of Colemans but needed to wait for some other elements to crystallise before engaging in detailed debate on this issue.
4. KGV Maintenance:

The Clerk had received some informal advice from Wicksteed that the KGV toddlers’ swings may need to be taken out of service.  The Annual Inspection of playgrounds was due to take place on 17th June, so further information should be available shortly.
[Item 5 was taken before item 3.]

5. Jolesfield Common Access Road and Car Parking:

Mr J. Bellamy and Mr. S. Brown attended the meeting to discuss the shared use of resources between the Youth Football Club (YFC) and users of the planned allotments.  Mr Brown expressed his concerns about a) the use of the access road – principally the need to maintain locked gates and security and prevent unauthorised people gaining vehicular access to the common b) the pressure on the amount of parking available for both the YFC and the allotment holders.
There will be 8 extra parking spaces created in the allotments area but all the car parking spaces could be made available to both groups.  It is hoped that allotment holders would walk as much as possible.  The times of peak usage was likely to be Saturday mornings and when there was the occasional football tournament.  
There would need to be some give and take on both sides.  It may be necessary to work out a schedule whereby the allotment holders do not use the main car park at certain times.  It would be necessary to ‘play it by ear’ for a while when the allotments are up and running.
It will be necessary to improve the passing point on the access road and also move the gate nearest the road 4 metres away from the highway.  Both these items are conditions of the planning approval.
[Items 6 and 7 were taken in reverse order.]

6. Update on KGV Playing Fields Working Group:

The Clerk reported that Mrs Olivia Izzard had said that the first meeting of the KGV WG had been very positive and constructive.  The members had each taken an area of research to concentrate on.  They had decided to rotate the responsibility for chairing the meeting and taking minutes.  They were due to meet again at the end of June.
7. Update on Scouts Working Group:

A minor amendment to the application for a replacement building for the Scouts (DC/08/2556) had recently been submitted to HDC.  Originally it had been the intention to defer submission of the amendment until after the first meeting of the KGV Working Group and the Open Spaces meeting – both in June.  However, Gary Peck (HDC) would not grant any further deferral – it needed to be determined at the HDC Planning Development South Committee on 16th June.  This had meant that the amendment had needed to be submitted to HDC by the end of May, so that HDC had time to follow their procedures.
The Planning Officer at HDC (Nicola Mason) had prepared a fresh report on the application and was recommending refusal.

A major reason for submitting the amended application was to allow the Scouts to be able to start on fund raising for a new building.  Without planning permission it was very difficult for them to start on the fund raising phase.  

Several members felt that the amended application should not have been submitted until after the KGV Working Group (WG) had deliberated.  They felt that the KGV WG should be given a chance to come up with their recommendations.  The Parish Council will give due regard to what the KGV WG come up with but won’t take everything recommended by the KGV WG ‘lock, stock and barrel’.
Cllr Staples had attended the first meeting of the KGV WG to explain the reasons behind the submission of the amended application.

The Scouts want the planning application to go through but several parish councillors want to see it withdrawn.  There was comment on who actually was the applicant for the application.  (It had been submitted to HDC by the PC on behalf of the Scouts Working Group.)
It was proposed by Cllr Kanabus and seconded by Cllr Berry that the amended application should be withdrawn.  Six members voted to accept this proposal, none opposed it and two abstained.
[After the meeting the Clerk checked the Standing Orders and took advice from the then Monitoring Officer at HDC (Ian Davison) about the legality of the vote.  It was confirmed that in the absence of appropriate delegated powers being given to the Open Spaces Committee, as the decision to submit the application was made by the full PC, any decision to withdraw the application should also be made by the full PC.]
PARISH COUNCIL BUSINESS
5. Declarations of Interest: None
6. Matters Arising:
a) The Clerk reported that the WSCC Highways Supervisor (Mr R. McKinnon) was pursuing the re-instatement of the Partridge Green village sign on the B2135 in Jolesfield.
b) It was agreed that later in the summer, the Clerk should write to the residents at St. Michael’s Lodge, on the corner of Church Lane and Church Road, asking them to prune back their hedge to the line of the road sign.
7. Correspondence:
HDC: Sustainable Communities Act 2008.  Invitation for local people to submit proposals to HDCP (Horsham District Community Partnership) via HDC, to improve the place where they live.  See link from HDC web site: www.horsham.gov.uk/your_area/your_area_10075.asp
Deadline for this round: 30th June 2009.  Parish Council encouraged to participate.  Item deferred to the June Council meeting.
8. Parish Plan Report & Actions: 

The Summary (black and white) and Full (colour) Reports are currently being proof-read and should be ready to be printed shortly.  It was suggested that Forest Litho be asked for a quote for the Summary Report.
It was agreed that a special ‘Action Plan Strategy Group’ be convened to start working on the actions.  The original Steering Group to be recalled plus an invitation issued to any other councillors who would like to be involved.  The Clerk to arrange a meeting.
9. Dial Post Issues: 

a) The footings for the new Dial Post hall are now in.
b) The animal circus has returned to the West Sussex Showground site.  The Clerk to check with Cllr Barnard who is paying for the police presence at the event.
c) The Rude Mechanical Theatre Company is bringing a play (Mother Sweetapple) to Dial Post again on Thursday 9th July 2009 at 7.30pm.  For tickets ring 01403 710908 or visit www.therudemechanicaltheatre.co.uk
10. Update on Allotments Project
a) The Allotments Working Group had visited the site and agreed that the bins should be sited in the south-east corner.  

b) Some areas of the site have been identified as not suitable for plots.
c) The field is very overgrown and needs to be cut down before other work can be progressed.  The Clerk to ask Cllr Nash if her husband would be able to do the cutting down.
d) Cllr Russ had contacted Ms Linda Cheeseman at HDC.  A colleague from HDC would be able to help the Allotments Working Group with the venture.
11. Electricity Supply for Christmas Lights in the Centre of Partridge Green

The Clerk reported that Mr S. Hutchings was agreeable to the installation  of a mains power supply and cubicle on his land.  The Clerk to liaise with Mr D. Saunders about a schedule for the work required.
The meeting closed at 9.05 p.m.
Next Open Spaces meeting: Wed 8th July 2009, 7.30 p.m., Partridge Green Village Hall.

Signed as a true copy……………………..……………Date…………………….
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