PARISH OF WEST GRINSTEAD

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2010
MINUTES

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 28th April 2010 in the Partridge Green Village Hall at 7.30pm.

There were a total of about 40 people present at the meeting.

1. Introduction & Welcome
The Chairman welcomed everybody to the meeting and gave an outline of proceedings.  He explained that the Annual Parish Meeting (APM) had been deferred from the original date in March in order that the King George V Working Group could present their Report at the APM.
2. Apologies for Absence
Apologies had been received from Mr Graham Jenner, Mrs Julie Chapman, Mr Alan Newman and Mr David Tidey.
3. Approval of the Minutes from the Annual Parish Meeting of 22nd April 2009.

It was RESOLVED (proposed Mrs D Banks, seconded Cllr C. Neal) to approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of 22nd April 2009.
4. Approval of the Minutes from the Local Transport & Traffic Public Meeting of 28th January 2010.

It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr H. Bullingham, seconded Cllr N. Berry) to approve the minutes of the Local Transport & Traffic Public Meeting of 28th January 2010
5. Parish Council Report – David Green, Chairman WGPC
Cllr Green said that this was his 1st report as Chairman of the PC; he would give an overview of the work of the Council.  He felt it was an important truth that the PC is ‘your’ (the parishioners) Council – it was here to represent the parishioners.  It was important to have good, clear communication within the parish.  He encouraged people to make use of the newsletter web site (www.westgrinsteadnews.co.uk); there is a lot of PC information on there these days, including details of planning applications.  The new 13-8 magazine comes out monthly and the PC would make use of that where appropriate.  However, he was conscious of the valued role of the long-standing parish newsletter and did not see that the two had to be in competition.  It was vital to continue to support the newsletter.
He encouraged people to come to the PC meetings – details are posted on the notice boards and web site.  They are fairly informal meetings – the order of items is sometimes amended to allow visitors to leave after the item(s) of interest to them.

He felt that we needed to engage more people in the decision-making process.  There is a lot of talent in the community and it needs unlocking more.  It was a good start that the Allotments Working Group, Allotments Association and Transport Working Group have been formed but there was still a lot more to do.

Partridge Green Village Hall needs urgent attention and very much needs a permanent Chairman.

Cllr Green thanked Graham Jenner for his hard work on the newsletter web site and the Clerk for all her hard work.  He also thanked all his fellow councillors and made the point that more is expected of people these days both by employers and in the role of a parish councillor.  People needed to appreciate the time and work of what is the unpaid role of a parish councillor.  He did not really want to single out any specific parish councillors for their contributions but felt that Cllr Childs (for his work re: the new Dial Post Village Hall) and Cllr Bullingham (for re-introducing the PG summer fete) should be commended.
He thanked Lionel Barnard (CC) for all his good work and for his ability to make things happen.  He attends the WGPC meetings and speaks with authority – he should not be taken for granted!
He thanked Jonathan Chowen (DC) and Ian Shepherd (DC) for all their hard work on behalf of the parish.  It was good to see improvements in flooding issues on which Cllr Chowen had taken initiative.
Lastly he thanked recently transferred PCSO Danny Macleod for all she did on behalf of the parish – she was much the best PCSO allocated to the parish.
6. Planning Committee Report – Greg Taylor, Chairman
Cllr Taylor said this was his first year as Planning Chairman.  It had been an interesting year with 59 applications.  One application of note was the eco holiday camp adjacent to the Tabby Cat, West Grinstead, which was passed in October 2009.  It was controversial but a pioneering development.
Another interesting item was that of the installation of 11 roof lights on a listed building, without planning consent.  This was dealt with under the enforcement process and approval was given for just 4 roof lights.  The situation will need to be monitored to ensure the householder complies.

There were applications on one property for a wind turbine and solar panels.  These were rejected by WGPC and HDC but there are likely to be more applications related to ‘green energy’ in the coming months.
He was amazed at the number of, what seem to be hurdles, HDC has put in the way of getting approval for the allotments in Jolesfield.  Hopefully the saga is coming to an end and a successful conclusion will be reached soon.
He was disappointed with how difficult it seems to get proper enforcement on planning issues.  There are many retrospective planning applications submitted and some applicants ‘got away with’ inappropriate development.  He thanked Cllrs Chowen and Shepherd for their help with chasing enforcement issues.

7. Open Spaces Committee Report - Alan Childs, Chairman
Cllr Childs explained that the Open Spaces Committee covers virtually everything in terms of Parish Council business.  It had been a busy year, with projects such as the King George V Working Group and the Parish Action Plan.
He thanked Cllr Green for his comments re: the Dial Post Village Hall and emphasised that they would not have been able to get the new hall built without all the efforts of the wonderful team.

He also encouraged people to support the outdoor theatre event (Rude Mechanical Theatre) on 8th July 2010 on the Dial Post village green.

8. Finance Committee Report - Carol Watts, Chairman
Cllr Watts reported that the Parish Council are ever mindful of the financial restraints on most parishioners at the moment.  She was happy to report that this year’s precept had been kept the same as last year – at £61,788.
A grant of £900 had been received from HDC towards the cost of the Christmas lights display but it looks like there will be no grant this year.  The lights will continue but adjustments may have to be made due to a smaller budget.

The PC will continue to cover the cost of hiring PGVH on behalf of the Youth Club, at a cost of £17 per session.  This is money well spent, as without it the very popular club could not continue.

£200 has been given towards the cost of running a minibus on Saturday afternoons to go to the youth centre in Steyning – plenty of PG youngsters are using the service.

The PC pays for the grass cutting at St. George’s Church, the parish burial ground next to St. Michael’s church, King George V playing field, Jolesfield Common and Dial Post green.  Also, the cost of emptying the dog bins, some street lighting, the Village Tidier and a host of other things are paid for by the PC.  

The PC endeavours to spend your money wisely and only when absolutely necessary.

9. County Council Report - Lionel Barnard
Cllr Barnard thanked the PC for the opportunity to speak at the APM.  He explained that he was the county councillor for this division.  The County Council is one of the tiers of local government; the other two being the district and the parish.  West Sussex County Council (WSCC) is responsible for 80% of the services received by residents.  Their responsibilities cover such items as pavements, roads and looking after children.  The grant from central government is diminishing and WSCC is trying to save money by ‘doing more for less’.  They have saved £50 million so far and are aiming for a further £25 million saving in 2010/2011.  Amongst other things, he is responsible for overhauling the IT systems.
A member of the public asked whether WSCC had lost any money from Icelandic banks.  Cllr Barnard replied that only a small amount of interest had been lost but this had been made up in other ways.  

WSCC was improving its Contact Centre and web site.  He had had a hand in solving flooding issues.  The A24 improvement scheme was still carrying on but any action was probably a long way off.  
WSCC was responsible for keeping the roads open during the snow and pot holes were still being dealt with.  From the Snow Summit Report, the importance of good local communications had been recognised as being critical.  

He is a member of the Sussex Police Authority and was happy to report that crime in the Horsham District was very low.   Cllr Green asked if he knew who the new PCSO for West Grinstead would be.  Cllr Barnard did not have any information as yet but assured parishioners that one would be allocated soon.  
10. District Council Report – Ian Shepherd & Jonathan Chowen
Cllr Shepherd explained that the District Councillors (DCs) were the link between the parish and Horsham District Council.  There would be elections for District Councillors in 2011.  He emphasised that DCs were ‘your’ [i.e., parishioners’] DCs.  Both he and Cllr Chowen sat on various committees and between them covered quite a lot of the business of HDC.
Cllr Chowen spoke about his work on flooding issues.  The HDC Flooding & Working Group had met with Southern Water, the Environment Agency and WSCC.  A report would be produced soon and a number of new planning controls and regulations introduced.  It was important to get the message over to all property owners in rural areas of the necessity to dig out and maintain their ditches, especially in the light of increases in flash flooding.  He re-iterated an earlier comment about how Cllr Barnard was a great help in getting things done.  He also felt the councillors in WGPC were professional in their approach and good to work with.
The Acorn Plus re-cycling scheme was being rolled out and still had some teething problems to be sorted.

The economy would be the big driver this year.  To maintain the good level of services enjoyed in the area, prudence would be essential.  The grant from Government was one of the lowest in the country.  HDC historically had been very prudent; that would need to continue because it was going to get tougher in the future.  

He was glad to say that HDC had been able to retain the Street Scene Wardens, who help to deal with low level crime.  He did not feel that this was a service that local people should have to pay for.  He encouraged the parish to make use of the Street Scene Wardens.
He thanked everyone for their time and attention.

A member of the public asked if, with the introduction of the blue-lidded bins, the recycling facilities in PGVH were likely to disappear in the future.  Cllr Chowen thought it was likely that they would disappear.

11. Reports from Parish Organisations
a) PG Village Hall – Dorothy Banks
Mrs Banks explained that the PG Village Hall Committee was in dire need of a Chairman.  The job was very important.  Without a Chairman, big decisions will be avoided in the short-term.  There are works that need doing to the heating, hot water and electrical systems plus a new roof is needed.  A hearing loop had been installed and both a PA system plus a projector screen are available to hall users on request.  Financially the hall is doing reasonably well, as they have recently attracted a few more new users. 
b) PART (Partridge Green Area Response Team) - Karen Beadle

Ms Beadle explained the role of PART as part of the emergency services response to medical emergencies.  The group has been operating for 2.5 years and has had good reports.  It is a registered charity now and completely self-funded.  Local people have been very generous and, given that it is a local service, they are very much reliant on the local village for the fundraising focus.  They are looking for more volunteers to be trained as responders and are working toward providing a public access defibrillator in Partridge Green.  She finished by thanking everyone for their support.

c) OSCA (Oakwood Sewers Care Association) - Norman Berry

Cllr Berry explained that OSCA had been formed 3 years ago, for the purpose of providing a fairer mechanism for covering the costs of problems arising in the private sewer system (the one in the oldest part of the Oakwood Estate).  Cleaning had been carried out in the sewers.  Educating residents about what should not be discharged into the sewers seemed to have been very successful.
d) PG History Club
Norman Berry

The History Club holds bi-monthly public meetings in PGVH.  They carry out research into obtaining historical records for the area.  In the past they have taken the subject of World War 2.  At present they are working on the history of local education, in co-ordination with Jolesfield School.
e) Parish Action Plan – Norman Berry

The Parish Action Plan took a long time to prepare.  It is very extensive and it should be remembered that parish councillors worked on it in their spare time.  390 residents responded, which is an excellent percentage.  Much analysis of the responses was involved.  Cllr Neal carried out the analysis on the adult questionnaire responses; Mrs Banks conducted the analysis on the youth questionnaire responses.  Quite a few of the actions have been carried out to date, e.g., the setting up of the KGV Working Group and the Transport Working Group.  The lack of information about places to walk and places of interest is being worked on.  Recycling facilities have been improved and the increase in waste recycling continues to go up.  The area has one of the best recycling rates in the whole country.  The PG Youth Club has been restarted.  The Parish Council will shortly be considering the KGV Working Group Report and hopes to improve facilities in the KGV playing fields in the years to come.
f) St. Catherine’s Hospice - Thelma Brown

St. Catherine’s Hospice is based in Crawley.  It is the 10th anniversary for the Partridge Green group this year.  The local group has raised £50,000 for the hospice in those 10 years.  Via the blue-bag scheme (nearly new clothes), the PG group has raised £62,000 from the clothes sold in the shops.  There will be a new shop opening in Caterham in September 2010.  Thank you to everyone for their support.
g) PG Summer Fete – Helen Bullingham

Cllr Bullingham explained that there had been a gap of 5 years since the last fete.  She and a group of local mothers, with advice from Cllr Watts, were re-introducing the fete in KGV this year (14th August 2010).  She outlined the activities that were being planned for the day plus a ticketed event in the marqueé for the evening.
h) PG Scout Group – Graham Carey (Scout Group Chairman)
Mr Carey explained that the boundary lines for districts had recently been changed, with the result that the PG Group now came within the Horsham & Weald District.  Brian Barker is the new District Commissioner.  Both the Beavers and Cubs have been re-established.  The Beavers for the very young boys and girls is now at capacity with 19 members.  It is led by Sharon Scadding-Hunt.  The Cubs was re-started in February 2010, currently has 14 members and is led by Tarquin Scadding-Hunt.  They are hoping the Scouts section will be restarting in January 2011.  So the whole group is going well.  They have an executive meeting (8 members) every month.  The acting Group Leader (Vernon Cowdell) travels in from outside the area.  David Clark continues to do the financial work for the group.  Mr Carey finished by asking for support from the community.  Cllr Green emphasised the support for a Scout Group in the village.
i) PG Youth Club – Julie Chapman (WSCC) [Report read by the Clerk – summary provided here]
The PG Youth Club (YC) has had a good year and the junior membership is growing.  The aim is to move some of the older juniors onto the senior club in September and start forming a new senior club.  They have had many successful trips over week-ends and are currently rolling out this term’s events around all the locality clubs.  They have made a bid for a vehicle and raised another £3000 from their funds to put towards owning their own vehicle.  This would mean they could transport young people to activities easily without having to borrow other vehicles.
j) Transport Working Group – Richard English (Chairman)
Mr English introduced himself as the Chairman of the new Transport Working Group (TWG).  He explained how the TWG was formed in response to concerns raised in the Parish Questionnaire returns.  The group was looking at parking, speeding and public transport.  They had already communicated with both the Storrington and Southwater Transport Working Groups and were getting help and guidance from them.  They were currently carrying out some research and their next meeting was scheduled for 17th June.  They would welcome input from the public.  Mr Carey asked what the end point of the work was going to be.  Mr English explained they needed to carry out research before then putting forward suggestions for improvements.
k) PG Cricket Club – Alan Newman [Report read by the Clerk]
“In 2009 the Cricket Club won their league and also enjoyed a successful Sunday set of fixtures and with a renewed team spirit is looking forward to what could be a challenging season.  A colts side at around U11 age group is being re-established under Simon Adlam’s coaching expertise with the hope of playing a few friendlies later in the season.  We continue to enjoy the excellent cricket square and teas and have entered into a partnership with the newly arrived brewery.”
l) PG Sports & Social Club – [Andy Russ stepped in for John Bellamy]
The Sports & Social Club is an amalgamation of several sports clubs, comprising 340 people in total.  The Tennis Club will be holding an Open Day on 5th June.  The Stool ball Club fields both junior and adult teams.  The Football Club had a successful season and was promoted.  Drainage work on the football pitch was carried out last September. 
m) Jolesfield Allotments project – Andy Russ

Discussions with HDC have been taking place for some time to work out the fine details of the design of the allotments area.  It is hoped that work on the site can begin soon.  The Allotments Association is busy fund-raising – to date £10,695 has been raised plus some funding from the PC.  A further £6000 is needed to carry out necessary works.  Thirty five half-size plots will be provided – hopefully in autumn 2010.
n) Transport representative – Judy Smith

Mrs Smith explained that during the January severe weather there had been no bus service in Mill Lane and Littleworth Lane for several days (even after the High Street and Shermanbury Road had been cleared).   She had written to Stagecoach about the issue.  One of the problems had been that Stagecoach could not get their buses out of the Henfield depot as the road from the depot was blocked.  They did not have any alternative buses they could have used.  They have re-assessed the gritting routes with WSCC, should there be such poor weather again.  They are also devising a back-up plan should they be unable to serve the minor roads in Partridge Green but the main roads are passable.
Cllr Chowen commented that everyone had learnt lessons from the severe weather in January.  Local communities need to have an emergency plan prepared.  The Clerk confirmed that WGPC was working on theirs.  Cllr Barnard commented that WSCC had cleared and gritted about 42% of the roads.  This was a good percentage and higher than many authorities.  However, WSCC had also had to give some of their grit to other authorities.  WSCC want to use hippo bags more in the future and would use the PC as a central point of contact for deciding where hippo bags should be delivered.  He said that local communities would need to do more for themselves in situations of severe weather.
o) Open Door Club – Judy Smith

There is no age limit on the club – all are welcome.  They meet every other Tuesday from 2 – 4pm at the Methodist Church and have a varied programme of events.  The entrance charge is £1.
p) Jolesfield School Association (Julie Prescott)

The village supports the school really well.  The school is going to upgrade the outside play area and they have managed to raise £4000 towards that.  On 9th July there will be an auction of promises at the school.  

12. Presentation from the King George V Playing Fields Working Group of their Final Report & Recommendations, followed by Discussion
Cllr Green apologised to the KGV Working Group (WG) that they were starting their item so late in the meeting. There had been many parish organisations reporting this year and that had taken fair amount of time.  He hoped that the audience would give the KGV WG their full attention even though it was late.
Mrs Olivia Izzard introduced herself as the Chairman of the KGV WG, named the other members of the group and explained the background to the setting up of the group and the remit given to them by the Parish Council.  

The full Report from the KGV WG was now available. [Clerk’s note: Available on the newsletter web site www.westgrinsteadnews.co.uk and from the Parish Office.  A copy of the Recommendations/Summary was provided to everyone at the meeting.]  

Mrs Izzard explained the Recommendations:
· The Trust Deed for KGV should be adhered to by The Trustees, as closely as possible.

· There is a need for greater communication between the Trustees & the community at large so that there is a shared vision for the present & future of this fantastic amenity.

· The views expressed by the majority of parishioners who have contributed to the debate regarding KGV should form the basis for any future decision-making by The Trustees.
·  A short mid and long- term maintenance schedule should be devised then actioned to ensure the long- term legacy of KGV for the community. 

· Controversy regarding the location of The Scout Hut within KGV needs to be ‘laid to rest’. It should either be replaced on the original site or on an alternative site in the parish outside of KGV. 

· Consideration should also be given to providing greater support for those sports organisations using KGV. 

Mrs Izzard emphasised that the KGV WG was very supportive of the youth and with greater communication between everyone in the community she was sure a way forward could be found to decide what could be achieved for the youngsters of the parish.

On the subject of the replacement of the Scout Hut in KGV, she said that the KGV WG felt that the issue needs to be resolved and laid to rest.  In response, Mr Graham Carey (PG Scout Group Chairman) said that it would be good to see some action.
Cllr David Green thanked Mrs Izzard and the rest of the KGV WG for their hard work and for presenting the Report today.  The Parish Council will be deliberating on the Report in the weeks to come.

Concerning canvassing the views of the parish, a member of the public asked if the KGV WG had considered leafleting the whole parish.  Mrs Izzard explained that she had wanted to speak to people on a one-to-one basis, as she felt that would elicit a much better response.  Therefore, she had adopted a knocking on doors approach and had managed to get round 20 roads in the parish.  It was obviously a very time-consuming process but she was happy to carry on doing the visits if the PC would like her to.

Another member of the public asked how many people had she actually spoken to.  Mrs Izzard did not have that information but she did leave a leaflet at properties where she got no answer, inviting people to write in to the KGV WG with their views.

Cllr Staples said that since he had stepped down as PC Chairman he had been able to take a step back and research the KGV playing fields charity in more depth.  He felt that many people don’t fully understand the KGV charity, including the intentions when it was first set up.  His research had revealed how complicated it was and he felt there were gaps in the KGV WG Report on this matter.

Cllr Staples went on to remind people that when someone becomes a West Grinstead Parish Councillor they are also taking on responsibilities as one member of the Partridge Green KGV Playing Fields Trustee. [Clerk’s note: The PC is the KGV Trustee (singular) as it is the whole PC body that is the trustee not individual councillors.]  The KGV Trust has specific ‘objects’ that it must adhere to, so the KGV Trustee must not take more notice of what people think over the objects of the Trust.
Mrs Izzard felt that more open discussion was needed, where people could get together and explain their points of view without getting upset.  Cllr Staples agreed that more open discussion was needed.  He also said that no-one at last year’s APM seemed interested in why the Scouts wanted to consider other locations for their Scout Hut – people should be interested – the KGV Trustee should be interested.  Mrs Izzard volunteered that she was not present at the APM last year.
Mr Carey commented that the KGV WG Report was proposing the least favourable location for the Scout Hut from the Scouts point of view.  He felt that the alternative locations put forward had not been considered.

Mr Tarquin Scadding-Hunt (Cubs Leader) said that he had lived in the village for 9 years and there had been no Scout Hut available in that time – he felt the situation was shameful.  The main objection the Scouts had to the original location was that it was not a safe place to locate a Scout Hut.  Parents had to walk across the field to get to it (not a preferred option in the dark) and the parking and road access arrangements were difficult.

Cllr Green commented that it was the Scouts that had let the old Scout Hut fall into disrepair.  Mr Carey said that the Scouts personnel involved now were not around back then.
Mrs Izzard read out an email from a previous Scouts Leader (stepped down Christmas 2008).  He felt that the current reasons given for not going back to the old location were not valid.  People don’t need to drive to the park anyway but in any event the hedge by the Scout gate entrance could be cut back to give better sight lines onto the Shermanbury Road.  Some people felt that the Scout Hut being located near the pond raised a serious safety issue but he did not feel that was a valid argument.
Mrs Izzard also cited a previous Scout Group Chairman, who felt that the original location was best.  He had said that the main damage to the old Scout Hut had been caused by oak tree branches falling onto the hut and that surgery to the oak trees was needed.

Cllr Neal pointed out that it was important not to concentrate just on the Scout Hut issue – it was the whole of the KGV playing fields that was under review.  

Cllr Neal proceeded to give some background to the KGV Charity.  The Charity is governed by the “objects” defined in the Governing Document, which is actually a Conveyance but constitutes a Trust Deed.  The objects define what the field may be used for – in this case  the Trustee is restricted to using the Playing field as “an open space or playing field and will not erect any building thereon other than buildings erected or to be hereafter erected in connection with the use of the property as a playing field or open space”.
The KGV Playing Fields was established in 1940 through the purchase of the land funded by a grant of around £260 from the KGV Foundation, and a loan from WSCC of around £700.  The application forms to the KGV Foundation defined playing as recreational activities.

The purchase was made by the then Parish Council on behalf of the Parish. The loan from WSCC was repaid from the rates. The application to the KGV Foundation stated that the field would be supported through the rates.

The KGV WG has made references to the Trustee’s responsibility to use monies derived from the Playing Fields for its upkeep.  However, except for a £500 contribution from the Sports and Social Club the major source of income is a grant from the rates of £6000 by the PC to the KGV Trustee.

He went on to say that much is made in the report concerning the opposition to buildings on the Playing Fields and yet the Sports and Social Club state a wish for ‘A brand new purpose built social club incorporating changing and shower facilities, bar, and function room.  Location KGV site up for discussion’.  Considering the length at which other initiatives involving buildings, which could be considered to be equally related to the objects of the charity, have been vehemently objected to, he asked why this is apparently approved by the KGV WG (based on there being no objections/discussion raised in the report).  Mrs Izzard emphasised that the Report only presented recommendations; the ideas were not approved.
Mrs Alison Hughes (member of the KGV WG) showed the audience the box of folders that had been generated by the work of the KGV WG.  She explained that there was a lot of background information which had been gathered, especially Mr Barry’s Ranson’s work on researching the KGV Trust.  Mrs Hughes felt that the whole community had to understand the role of the KGV Trustee and what the KGV Trust is allowed and not allowed to do.  It is difficult to communicate that to the community but it needed to happen first – the Trust needed to be looked at very closely.
Cllr Neal commented that the KGV Trustee needs to look closely at the self-financing issue of the charity.
Mrs Hughes said that the KGV WG had not been given information about the KGV monies.

Cllr Green said that the lists included in the Report from the Sports Groups were only wish lists – what they would like to have in an ideal world.

Cllr Childs thought that the idea of having a ‘Friends of KGV group, drawn from volunteers was a very good one.

Cllr Staples said that it was not an argument about the Scout Hut but it is all of KGV that need to be considered.  He thought there were one or two gaps in the historical perspective.  He had discovered a letter from 1939 when an application had been made to FIT (Clerk’s note: NPFA as it was then) and a layout plan for KGV playing fields had been agreed.  In 1942 a payment had been made but there was no variation in the approved plan.  He produced a copy of that map/plan which showed the Scout Hut located just next to the main KGV gates.  He stated that the original document had been agreed by the PC at the time and there should not have been any variation from that map or agreement.
Mrs Izzard responded by stating that discussion of the document at this stage of the meeting was inappropriate since no-one at the meeting, to her knowledge, had had the opportunity to inspect it.
***************************************************************************
Finally, the Chairman thanked everyone for coming and invited people to stay for refreshments.

The meeting closed at 10.05 pm.
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