PARISH OF WEST GRINSTEAD

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2011

MINUTES

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 23rd. March 2011 at 7:30 p.m. in the Partridge Green Village Hall.  (Minutes taken by Cllr. Mrs O. Izzard, in the clerk’s absence.)
There were a total of 28 people present at the meeting.

1.
Introduction & welcome

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and gave an outline of proceedings.

2.
Apologies for absence

Apologies had been received from Mrs. Dorothy Banks, Cllr. Marcus Staples and District Cllr. Ian Shepherd.

3.
Approval of the Minutes from the Annual Parish Meeting of 28th. April 2010

It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr. Bullingham, seconded Cllr. Hill) to approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of 28th April 2011.

4.
Presentation by Liz Catchpole from the Carers Support Service, followed by questions.

The Chairman welcomed Ms. Catchpole and explained to the meeting that originally her presentation was placed as the 10th item on the agenda.  However, it made sense for Ms. Catchpole to give her presentation before local reports, which would be of less significance to her.

Ms. Catchpole stated that the 2001 census identified 73, 811 carers in West Sussex alone, approximately 10% of the population.  Of those, 1,500 provide more than 50 hours of care a week.  Carers save the economy £87 billion pounds a year (£957 million in West Sussex).  In Horsham this equates to £134.4.million. 

Ms. Catchpole explained that the role of the Carers Support Service was to provide support for carers.  The key things that carers say they need is recognition, information, financial help, support services, a range of options for flexible breaks/respite care and understanding employers. 

Carers Support Workers work with carers on a 1:1 basis providing information, advice and support.  Advice is given on completing benefit forms.  A representative from the service also visits Horsham Hospital and support workers visit GP Practices on a weekly basis. 

An emotional support service is provided for those carers who need to talk through their concerns and feelings with a specially trained councillor.  This service offers confidential listening and understanding.

The Carers Support Service arranges a variety of activities and support groups.  A programme of these activities and dates of meetings are circulated through a quarterly newsletter.

There is a wealth of local and national information available for carers through its resource centre.  An Information Worker is also available to speak to community groups and attend various events with display material and information for carers.

Cllr Alan Childs stated that the service was unknown to him.  He suggested it needed further advertising and offered to display information in Dial Post Village Hall.  Ms. Catchpole thanked Cllr. Childs for this offer of help. She then explained that the Carers Support Service is a charity and has its own web-site. She left some leaflets for those present.

The Chairman thanked Ms. Catchpole for her presentation.

5.
Parish Council Report-David Green, Chairman WGPC

Cllr Green said that the past year had been a very busy one for the Parish Council.  He outlined issues, which have arisen within the parish.

In the King George V Playing Fields, Mr. Nick Seal has cleared the pond and the latest planning application for a new scout hut, close to the site of the original one, is with Horsham District Council for consideration.

The scout group is flourishing, thanks to the enthusiasm and hard work of the leaders.

The Youth Club is currently flourishing, although its future after September is uncertain due to financial cutbacks.

The Senior Citizens residential home, Peacocks, is threatened with closure and Cllr. Jonathan Chowen (DC) will report on this later in the meeting.

A lot of time and energy has gone into work on the allotments, which are now being prepared for the growing season.

Despite last summer’s village fete not being blessed with the best of weather, a sum in excess of £2,000 was raised, thanks to the hard work of Cllr. Helen Bullingham and her team of workers.

Cllr Green thanked his fellow councillors for their hard work and commitment.  He said that demands on their time have increased.  Unfortunately, during the past year Cllr. Mark Sheath had to resign through work commitments. Cllr. Greg Taylor had worked on the west coast of Ireland for a great deal of his time but had kept in touch through the Parish Council web-site and worked ‘above and beyond’ what was expected.

Cllr Green also acknowledged the hard work of the clerk, Mrs Helen Dayneswood, the county councillor Mr Lionel Barnard, and our two district councillors: Mr Ian Shepherd and Mr Jonathan Chowen.
6.
Planning Committee Report- Cllr. Greg Taylor, Chairman

Cllr Taylor reported that 55 applications had been received over the past year of which 45 had been granted and 55 turned down.  The majority of the planning applications were ‘non-controversial’. The strongest objections usually related to flooding or effects on the environment.

He explained that he would be standing down as chairman of planning at the elections but wished to stay on the Parish Council.

7. 
Open Spaces Committee Report-Cllr. Alan Childs, Chairman

Cllr Childs explained that currently separate meetings are held regarding issues relating to the King George V Playing Fields.  Some of the main issues have been with regard to flooding and manhole covers!  He has tried to involve Horsham District Council and West Sussex County Council but has relied heavily on Cllr. Lionel Barnard and Cllr. Jonathan Chowen for action.

The building of a new village hall for Dial Post has been a real success story with its Grand Opening scheduled for August 13th 2011.
8.
Finance Committee Report-Cllr. Peter Kanabus, Chairman

Cllr Kanabus began his report with some good news.  Once again the Parish Council has been able to maintain the parish precept of £61,677, at the same level as previous years.  He stated that this is an exercise which has become increasingly difficult but, with the assistance of the whole council, it has been managed this time although no promises can be made for future years.

He said that the budget covers an immense range of items including street lighting, grass cutting from KGV to Dial Post village green, the village tidier, emptying dog bins to the new village allotments and the Christmas lights to mention just a few.

He stated that the committee faces many challenges in the new financial situation.  There is a question over youth provision, including the Youth Club.  He stressed that they will do everything they can to support the continuation of the Youth Club, a vital part of the parish, but without external funding this will be extremely difficult.

Cllr Kanabus said that they were aware of the pressures everyone faces when it comes to paying Council Tax and promised that the committee will do their best to get the best value for every penny raised through the precept.

He thanked the Vice-Chairman, Cllr. Berry for his help and support.

9.
County Council Report- Cllr. Lionel Barnard

Cllr. Barnard thanked the PC for the opportunity to speak at the APM and explained that he was the county councillor for this division, working closely with the District Councillor, Jonathan Chowen.

He explained that the next financial year is a difficult one for the County Council with a target of £39million savings to be made.  There are enormous changes within the council, including a reduction of 30% of the officers.

He apologised for Youth Club concerns and said that each parish would get a letter of explanation.

Cllr. Barnard went on to say he disliked the term ‘The Big Society’ and preferred ‘Localism’ whereby we help each other.  It is an attempt to have local control given back to local people.  He explained that it is more than saving money.  It is the end of an era in which councils took ultimate control.  It is a request for people to do things differently.  He suggested that one way forward may be for parishes to act in clusters e.g. West Grinstead could become part of the Southwater Cluster.  He cited the Burgess Hill model as a case in point.  He said that some facilities could still be accessed through the County Council and that they were willing to listen to ideas.

He said that anyone wanting to organise a street party for the Royal Wedding needed to get organised and inform the District Council.

Cllr Hill thanked Cllr. Barnard for his help with the Youth Club and it was agreed that Peter Evans (WSCC) needs to work on this.

10.
District Council Report-Cllr. Jonathan Chowen

Cllr. Chowen addressed the local flooding issue.  He explained that he had visited various sites but the reality was that it is mainly the responsibility of individuals affected.  He said that we have got so used to others doing things for us that we are losing the ability to do things for ourselves, which is a huge cultural shock.

He asked if the village could provide for the Youth Club itself.

Cllr Chowen expressed his pleasure with the allocation of allotments and Horsham District Council’s support for Dial Post Village Hall.  He stressed that it is important to maintain services although HDC receives the 3rd lowest grant in the country from the government.

He went on to explain that fortunately the council’s fore fathers were canny in their investments and the council owns a lot of property and, therefore, has been able to keep Council Tax relatively low.  He is aware of the pressure on people with fixed incomes.

Cllr Chowen said that we have very good facilities in our district.

He reported that he had visited the Waste Disposal Unit at Ford.  45% of waste is recycled generally, with HDC recycling 57%.  He said that Horsham is a safe place, with traffic wardens who concentrate on anti-social behaviour.

Cllr Chowen expressed his enjoyment at working with the parish and looked forward to working closely on the issues of the scout hut, the Youth Club and Peacocks.  He explained that he, with other interested parties, met residents from Peacocks and described the building as ‘quaint and charming with a happy community’.  He said it would be a great loss to the village if this facility went since it is the only one for elderly residents in the ward.  One suggestion is that two blocks of flats could be built to house both young and elderly.

Cllr. Chowen said he could be contacted on any of the issues via e-mail or telephone.

Cllr Childs asked why no reporter from the West Sussex County Times was present and Cllr. Barnard enquired whether anyone had invited them.  He said there were now less and less journalists available and suggested issuing a press release.

Cllr. Nash commented on the amount of litter on the verges of the A24 and asked why it had not been cleared.  Cllr Barnard commented that Henfield Parish Council was also concerned.  He added that it is the responsibility of HDC.  Both Cllr. Barnard and Cllr. Chowen are working on this issue.

11.
Reports from Parish Organisations

a. PG Village Hall

Mrs Betty Brown reported on PG Village Hall in Mrs Dorothy Bank’s absence.  She reported that it was proving difficult to elect a chairman so currently the role is shared.  There had been problems with the heating but this had now been resolved.  More committee members are urgently needed.  Bookings are holding up well.

b.
OSCA (Oakwood Sewers Care Association)-Cllr. Norman Berry
Cllr. Berry explained that there had been no problems for the past 18 months.  He said that the association may well close down through lack of membership, since no-one wanted the responsibility.

c.
PG History Club-Cllr. Norman Berry

Cllr Berry reported that the club is reasonably successful.  They have bi-monthly meetings.  In May, a policeman will be talking about life in The Sussex Constabulary.  In July there will be a conducted walk of Steyning.  Last year a very successful exhibition of local education was held.  A book on the subject is planned for the future.

d.
St Catherine’s Hospice-Mrs Thelma Brown

Mrs Thelma Brown expressed her appreciation for the great army of supporters of the hospice.  She drew attention to the boxes placed in shops, pubs and doctors surgeries, which were being well supported.  She said that future events include a Dragon Boat Race at Knepp Castle.  Family, friends and dogs are welcome and it will be a great day out for everyone.  Other events include the Sussex Weald Bike Ride on May 22 and the Midnight Walk for ladies on June 11.  She reported that the Blue Bag Scheme is going well. A total of £1800 has been raised over the past year.

She explained that it costs £4.5 million pounds to keep the hospice going.

The Chairman congratulated Mrs Brown, her husband and her helpers for their hard work.

e.
PG Scout Group-Mr Graham Carey

Mr Carey stated that both Beavers and Cubs are going strong, with about 20 in each group and with waiting lists. The Scout Group is due to start after Easter.  Event programmes included outward bound activities such as caving and hiking along the South Downs.  He said that they now have their own camp-site on the other side of Horsham and will be making full use of this facility.

He reported that the Scout Hut Planning application is now with HDC and is progressing well with good support. The outcome is due in April.

f.
Jolesfield School Association (JSA)-Mrs Liz Carey

Mrs Carey explained that the JSA is the parent-teachers group at Jolesfield Primary School.  It has been active for more than 40 years and parents who have a child attending the school are automatically members.

The committee is elected every October at the AGM and meetings are held once every half term.  There are parent representatives from each year group and there are members of school staff on the committee, with their own page on Moodle.

The association aims to raise funds for the school at a time when the school budget is needed for essentials.

In the past year activities have included an auction of promises to raise funds to improve the outdoor area of the school.  A School Cookbook has also been written and is competitively priced at £6, with copies available in the local butcher’s shop.

This year the association aims to replace the pool liner.

There are termly fund-raising events.  Each year a firework evening and a Christmas Bazaar are held.  A village quiz is planned for March 25th and a family race night is planned for Friday, July 8th.

Mrs Carey thanked everyone who has supported the JSA by attending an event, buying a raffle ticket or donating a raffle prize.

g.
Jolesfield Allotments Association- Cllr Andy Russ

Cllr Russ explained that following a long slog of planning applications, revised drawings and determination to provide up to 35 allotments at the site in Jolesfield, first on the part of the Parish Council, then by the newly formed Allotment Association, people are now working on their allotments.  He reported that it is rewarding to see this work in progress, preparing for the new growing season.

An ‘Awards for All’ Lottery grant provided money for the car park, the only dry and stable area on the entire site at times, enabling reliable access.  Funding has provided for the water mains collection and supply piping, fencing and moving gates and a grant from WSCC will help towards the cost of hedging plants.

He reported that although a contractor was brought in to lay the car park and a wonderful volunteer drove the excavator, the real heroes are the allotment holders themselves who have worked long and hard to improve the site. Many weekend working parties of volunteers have cleared undergrowth, lined out plots, excavated trenches and laid water supply piping.  Two double row hedges of native species were planted just before the heavy snow in November.  All working together has brought a good sense of community.

The hardest and heaviest job has been laying the water pipes.  Although the trench was excavated by machine, the pipe had to be manhandled into position and shingle barrowed by hand.  Backfilling the trench had to be started by hand and finished by machine.  Everyone involved was wet, cold, muddy and exhausted by the end of the first day and it took 4 days, over 2 weekends to complete.  It meant, however, that doing the work themselves the association saved a great deal of money.

There is a constant battle with flooding on the site - the soil during the winter is saturated.  Attempts at draining have helped and there is a lot more ongoing work to be done.

Cllr Russ expressed his appreciation to the Parish Council and HDC for their support and Karen Taylor for her leadership.

h.
PG Youth Club- Ms. Julie Chapman (WSCC)

Ms. Chapman reported that across all clubs in the Steyning and Storrington areas numbers have increased, as has the voice of the YP and thus the direction of activities arranged for them.  Partridge Green YP in particular has been a considerable force in the take up of these activities alongside their own programme of events.  The rural MPV, purchased in the summer, has helped tremendously with youth provision outside Partridge Green.

Ms. Chapman reported that in the past year the following activities had been undertaken by PG Youth Club:
· a trip to Wales and the start of the Local Youth Forum (LYF);
· the start of a 60 hour Asdan Citizen Award of which PG has 3 representatives;
· a fundraiser for the Calshot trip-Hills Kitchen Event; Calshot Summer Activity Week which included various outdoor pursuits;
· Broadstairs and Corby Skate Jams all night events;
· the opening of Cuthmans in Steyning for 2 evenings throughout the summer on extended opening and moving the Youth Club , as requested, from rural areas including PG;
· the participation of the LYF in the 11 million take over day in Horsham;
· sausage-making for British Food Fortnight;
· visits to London Dungeon, London Bridge, 3D cinema, paintballing, the pantomime Aladdin, bowling and laser quest;

· certificated courses in baby-sitting and first aid;
· special Christmas meal at Smith and Weston’s.
The Youth Club continues at present but its future is unsure.  A youth worker will stay until July.  After this time there are 2 options open: the PC could employ a leader directly or it could buy into the WSCC payroll.  Ms. Chapman reported that she has been in discussion with Carl Burton (WSCC) and he has been invited to the April PC meeting.

Cllr. Chowen asked how much it would cost to fund the Youth Club and Ms. Chapman said £1,500 a year. Currently there is a nominal charge of £1 a week per child but if it was raised to £2 it would cover costs.

The Chairman of the PC agreed to put it on the agenda for the next PC meeting.

i. PG Summer Fete- Cllr Helen Bullingham

Cllr Bullingham expressed a huge thank you to everyone who helped make last year’s fete such a success.  Despite the unkind weather, a profit in excess of £2,200 was raised.  The proceeds went to the local play group and school. She said that the next one is planned for June 25th.  The school choir will be singing and providing country dancing.  There will be Morris dancing and Harris’ fun-fair will be there.  Other participants include the Horticultural Society and a tug-of war team.  She said that all help would be gratefully received.

j.
PG Cricket Club- Mr. Mark Fisher

No report was available for the meeting.

k.
Transport representative- Mrs. Judy Smith

No report was available for the meeting.

l.
Open Door- Mrs Judy Stokes

No report was available for the meeting.

12. Meeting open for questions.

The Chairman, Cllr. Green, thanked Mr Graham Jenner for his hard work regarding the PC web-site and, in turn, Mr. Jenner thanked the PC for the donation to set this up.  Mr Jenner said that there had been 17,000 hits to date, 1,800 of which had been on a history article.

He stressed that the site is designed to support the parish.

There being no other business, the Chairman Cllr. Green thanked everyone for their attendance.  Cllr .Carol Watts had organised wine, fruit juice, cheese and biscuits for refreshments, which everyone present was invited to stay to.

The official part of the meeting closed at 9 p.m.
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