WEST GRINSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Held at Partridge Green Village Hall

on Wednesday 20th January 2010
at 7.30 p.m.

MINUTES

Present: - Councillors: Mr. D. Green (Chairman), Mr. A. Childs (Vice Chairman), Mr. A. Russ, Mr. N. Berry, Mr. R. Hill, Mrs C. Watts, Mrs H. Bullingham, Mr. P. Kanabus, Mr. M. Staples, Mr. C. Neal, Mr. M. Sheath.
District Councillors: Mr. J. Chowen, Mr. I. Shepherd.
County Councillor: Mr. L. Barnard.

Clerk: Mrs H. Dayneswood
1. Apologies

Cllrs: Mrs G. Nash, Mr. G. Taylor.
2. Declarations of Interest: none
3. Chairman’s Announcements: (Items of information only from the Chairman or Clerk)
None
4. Minutes of the last meeting:

It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr. Childs, seconded Cllr. Neal) that the Minutes of the meeting held on 18th November 2009 be approved as a true record.
5. Matters Arising: None
6. Police Report

Reports from PCSO Danny Macleod had been circulated to members and posted on the notice boards and the newsletter web site.
7. District Council Report
Nothing to report.
8. West Sussex County Council Report: 
Cllr Barnard gave an explanation of how the County Council had responded to the challenge of the recent winter weather.  They had had to prioritise the gritting of roads, in order to keep the major roads usable for essential services.   In some places, gritting lorries put grit down three times per day.  This had meant that minor roads did not get gritted.  Such extreme weather only occurs once in many years.  It is not financially viable to keep vast quantities of grit stocks plus staff on standby, just in case the extreme weather event occurs frequently.  In addition, WSCC had to share some of their grit with other counties which were in a worse situation than West Sussex.
He recommended that communities needed to act together more and look after themselves to some extent.  He suggested that parish councils should formulate a register and plan for use in emergency situations.  This should include contact details of various people, e.g., those who had 4x4 vehicles, tractors, shovels etc.  The Clerk to put ‘Parish Emergency Plan’ on a future Open Spaces agenda.

One effect of the snow and ice was that there are now lots of pot holes across the county.  This will cost about £2 million to repair.  Some funding will probably have to come from the pavement capital scheme.  The timing of street lights replacement under the new PFI scheme will ensure that pavements do not get dug up more often than necessary.
Both WSCC and HDC will be looking at how they can improve their working mechanisms for any future incidents.

Other News

WSCC had a plan to redevelop all the libraries and the service they offer.

It is proposed that WSCC members forego any increase in their allowances again.

The Youth Service is being re-modelled and it is hoped that this will result in an improvement and the saving of vital resources.
It is proposed that the WSCC budget for 2010/2011 be increased by 2.5%.

9. Correspondence:

a) WSCC: Bus shelter grant scheme 2010/2011.  Noted.

b) WSCC: Fingerpost restoration project.  Not needed in parish.

c) Email from Lionel Barnard 04/01/10:  Update on investigations re: telephone pole blocking WSCC drainage pipe in Shermanbury Road.  Cause of flooding still to be determined.  Noted.

d) Letter from resident in the Rise concerning clearing of roads during recent bad weather.  The Clerk to reply.
e) WSCC:  Notice re temporary road closures in Horsham District.  Steyning Road listed. To take place later in 2010 for re-surfacing works.

f) Email from Ms E. Osman concerning the launch of a new local magazine.  Noted.

g) WSCC: Minerals & Waste Development Framework - informal engagement on ‘options’.  Deadline extended to 26th Feb 2010.  Cllr Berry to check if relevant to parish.

h) WSCC:  Infrastructure Works Programme 2010/2011 and Forward Programme. Noted.
i) WSCC: West Sussex Transport Plan: Initial Stakeholder Consultation.  Deadline 31st January 2010.  Wait for 12 week public consultation in April.
j) HDC:  ‘Stronger Engagement with our Local Communities’.  Programme of dates provided in letter.  Clerk will hear an update at the forthcoming Clerk’s meeting on 26th January.
k) WSCC: ‘Hidden Britain Organisation & Downs Link’.  The Clerk to request a meeting with ‘Hidden Britain’ for Cllr Berry and herself.
l) HDC: Flooding & Drainage Working Group at HDC: Request for information from parishes.  Information already being passed on.
10. Committee Reports

PLANNING: Cllr Green reported on the last two Planning meetings.
(For the full report, please refer to the minutes of the Planning Committee.)

OPEN SPACES:  Cllr Childs reported on the December 2009 Open Spaces meeting (The January 2010 meeting was cancelled).  
Cllr Childs wanted to thank all members of the Dial Post Village Hall Committee (past and present), Mr & Mrs Whales, Mr & Mrs Saunders and Mrs Childs for all their hard work and support in helping to get the new Dial Post Village Hall finished.
(For the full report, please refer to the minutes of the Open Spaces Committee.)

FINANCE:  Cllr Watts reported on the December 2009 Finance meeting.
(The January 2010 meeting was cancelled)

11. Reports from Representatives on Outside Bodies
Cllr Hill reported on the recent meeting of the Sports & Social Club.  The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 1st February 2010.
Cllr Berry reported on the recent heating problems in Partridge Green Village Hall, which had then been amplified by the extreme weather.  There have been two problems, which are probably unrelated.  Actions have been taken to resolve the problem with the heating system itself.  However, there is also a problem with the wiring system and in certain circumstances this trips out most of the electrics resulting in a boiler shut down.  An electrician is in the process of checking the circuits.  Cllr Berry offered to discuss with Cllr Bullingham the difficulties facing the playgroup as a result of the heating not working at times.
12. Approval of Precept for 2010/2011
It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr. Neal, seconded Cllr. Berry) to approve that the Precept for 2010/2011 be set at £61,788 - the same level as for 2009/2010.  The Clerk to submit the Precept form to HDC. The Clerk to report the NIL increase via the WSCT, the newsletter, the web site and the BN5 magazine.
13. Allotments Update 
a) Cllr Russ updated members on the progress to date.  There have been a lot of problems to overcome and it was proposed to hold a meeting for all the allotments applicants soon, in order to update them on the situation.  A meeting of the Allotments Working Group plus some representatives from the Allotments Association Committee would also be held soon in order to address the problems.  Cllr Russ proposed a vote of thanks to Mrs K. Taylor for the all the time and effort she had put in on the numerous versions, required by HDC, of the allotments drawings.
b) It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr. Green, seconded Cllr. Childs ) to approve that the amount WGPC should charge the Allotments Association for land rental should be set at £400 per year, subject to an annual review.  
14. Update on plans for Traffic/Transport Public Meeting - 28th January 2010 

Further publicity was discussed.  Cllrs Green and Berry would liaise with the Clerk about an agenda for the meeting.  The Clerk to check the WSCC criteria for the setting of speed limits on roads.

15. Public Open Forum: no members of the public present.
16. Accounts

It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr. Neal, seconded Cllr. Russ) to approve all the listed bills for payment.
	Jan 2010
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Income
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	 
	none
	
	 
	 
	 
	

	 
	King George V Income
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	 
	none
	
	 
	 
	 
	

	Expenses
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Chq No
	Payee
	Narrative
	 
	Gross
	Vat
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	£
	£
	

	SO
	HDC
	Emptying dog bins
	 
	54.60
	 
	

	DD
	Tiscali Broadband
	Monthly bill
	 
	14.67
	1.91
	

	DD
	EDF
	Supply for new kiosk in High Street. (Monthly DD)
	 
	16.00
	0.80
	

	DD
	EDF
	Account 15751629 quarterly street lighting bill
	 
	6.55
	0.31
	

	DD
	EDF
	Account 157428632 quarterly street lighting bill
	 
	141.59
	6.74
	

	 
	
	Staff salaries
	
	1542.82
	 
	

	 
	 
	Staff expenses
	
	 16.92
	1.30
	

	 
	Inland Revenue
	Tax and NI
	
	361.02
	 
	

	 
	WSCC
	Clerk's pension
	 
	 
	 
	

	 
	 
	Clerk's contribution
	88.58
	 
	 
	

	 
	 
	WGPC contribution
	225.21
	 
	 
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	313.79
	 
	

	 
	PGVH
	Hire of PGVH for Youth Club - 2 sessions
	 
	34.00
	 
	

	Replacement cheque needed
	Steyning Area Youth Clubs
	Donation towards minibus costs - Sat trips for youth to Cuthman's Centre, Steyning
	 
	200.00
	 
	Note 2

	 
	Mr N. Hedley
	Xmas lights works
	 
	983.25
	128.25
	

	 
	 
	 
	Total for WGPC
	3,685.21
	139.31
	

	 
	King George V Expenses
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	 
	Active Ground Maintenance
	Worm treatment & verti-draining on football pitch
	 
	465.75
	60.75
	Note 3

	 
	 
	 
	Total for KGV
	465.75
	60.75
	

	INTER-ACCOUNT TRANSFERS/PAYMENTS
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	 
	none
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Note 1: (general) Need to check when new VAT level actually applied - depends on date of invoice

	Note 2: Replacement cheque needed because previous cheque made out to WSCC.
	
	

	Note 3: Net amount will be paid back to WGPC by PGFC.
	
	
	
	


KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELD TRUSTEES MEETING

1. Declarations of Interest: 

Cllr Russ declared an interest in respect of his membership of the Sports & Social Club.

2. Matters Arising: None 
3. Correspondence: 
Notification had been received from the Valuation Office Agency (VOA) that the rateable value of the pavilion in KGV had been assessed at £2,750 with effect from 1st April 2010.

Cllr Staples expressed concern that this appeared to highlight that the lease on the pavilion did not reflect the guidance set out in CC28 that the terms were the best that could be reasonably obtained. This was a concern that had been raised by local residents in respect of the disposal of property interests within KGV and he felt with the current lease having fourteen months left to run, the issue should be investigated to ensure future arrangements were lawful.   The Clerk to research the issue.
4. KGV Playing Fields Annual Return & Report 2008/2009

It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr. Green, seconded Cllr. Russ) to approve the Partridge Green KGV Playing Fields Annual Return and Trustee’s Report for 2008/2009.
5. KGV Accounts for January 2010:

It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr. Neal, seconded Cllr. Bullingham) to approve the one listed KGV bills for payment.
	Active Ground Maintenance
	Worm treatment & verti-draining on football pitch
	£465.75


The meeting closed at 10 pm.
Signed as a true copy……………………..………………………Date………………………….

Chairman West Grinstead Parish Council
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