WEST GRINSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Held at Partridge Green Village Hall

on Wednesday 18th November 2009
at 7.30 p.m.

MINUTES

Present: - Councillors: Mr. D. Green (Chairman), Mr. A. Childs (Vice Chairman), Mr. A. Russ, Mr. N. Berry, Mr. R. Hill, Mrs C. Watts, Mrs H. Bullingham, Mr. P. Kanabus.
District Councillors: Mr. J. Chowen, Mr. I. Shepherd.
County Councillor: Mr. L. Barnard.

Four members of the public.
1. Apologies

Cllrs: Mrs G. Nash, Mr. G. Taylor, Mr. M. Staples, Mr. C. Neal, Mr. M. Sheath.  Clerk: Mrs H. Dayneswood.
2. Declarations of Interest: 
Cllr Watts declared an interest in item 9b concerning Jolesfield School.
3. Chairman’s Announcements: (Items of information only from the Chairman or Clerk)
None
4. Minutes of the last meeting:

It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr. Kanabus, seconded Cllr. Bullingham) that the Minutes of the meeting held on 21st October 2009 be approved as a true record.
5. Matters Arising: None
6. Police Report & Items
a) Cllr Green reported that several documents had been circulated to all members.  He highlighted two incidents, including the theft from Camelia Botnar Garden Centre and the worrying incident in The Rise.
b) Arrangements for the Transport/Traffic public meeting.  Cllr Barnard had spoken to the Chief Inspector regarding the meeting.  It was requested that further information be given re: the issues to be considered at the public meeting.  Then the Police Authority would be able to send the most appropriate officer to the meeting.  It was considered that the main issues probably were traffic in the village High Street and around Jolesfield School area.  Cllr Barnard will report back to the Chief Inspector and Cllr Berry will confirm the date of the meeting. [Subsequent to the Parish Council meeting, the date has been set for Thursday 28th January, 7.30pm in Partridge Green Village Hall.]
7. District Council Report
Cllr Chowen reported that HDC were, for some reason, only aware of a £40,000 contribution to the Dial Post Village Hall project.  However, Cllr Childs reported that his concerns (expressed in the previous WGPC meeting) had all been resolved within 48 hours.  Cllr Green wished to express the Council’s thanks to HDC for resolving this matter, with particular thanks and compliments to be conveyed to Mr T. Higgins at HDC.
8. West Sussex County Council Report: 
Cllr Barnard had received an email from a Littleworth Lane resident, complimenting WSCC on the works carried out in Mill Lane to combat flooding.  Further work will be done next year regarding the pavements.
Cllr Barnard reported that a proposal was being considered to reduce the number of CLCs from 14 to 6.  This matter to be considered at a meeting on 23rd November 2009, before presentation at the full County Council meeting.  It was hoped that financial savings could be made in this area.

A24 issues were moving ahead but any construction work would not take place until 2012 to 2015.

Cllr Russ requested that Cllr Barnard investigate the flooding problem outside Robin Shaw on Partridge Green High Street.  All relevant documents were passed to Cllr Barnard.

Attention was also drawn to the ongoing flooding problem over the pavement and B2135 next to the pond in the Jolesfield area.  Work had been carried out some time ago to clear the inlet and outlet pipes of the pond but the road and pavement continues to flood.  [Note from Clerk subsequent to the meeting:  Both the Clerk and WSCC have communicated with the pond owner several times to ask him to either dredge the pond or at least cover the inlet and outlet pipes with mesh, as the inlet and outlet pipes can block up again quite quickly.  In addition, the Clerk has asked WSCC to jet the pipe going under the road to the ditch on the western side of the road, to ensure that that pipe is free flowing – the task has been scheduled by WSCC as urgent.]
9. Correspondence:

a) HDC: Diagram of new management structure – noted.
b) Jolesfield School: Request for some financial help with improving the facilities to enhance children's play and learning.  Cllr Watts requested that Cllrs Barnard and Chowen investigate funding possibilities for the Jolesfield School project.  Cllr Childs advised Cllr Watts to contact Howard Collins (Grants Officer at HDC) and Cllr Shepherd suggested contacting the Co-op, as they support educational projects.  It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr. Kanabus, seconded Cllr. Bullingham) that a donation of £500 would be earmarked for the school from the 2009/2010 budget and another contribution (to be determined) be precepted from 2010/2011.
c) WSCC: Request for a donation of £200 to help with funding the area youth minibus that provides transport to Steyning Cuthman’s Youth Centre on Saturdays.  Cllr Green outlined the history to this item.  Initial feedback was that no child in the village used the facility.  However, recently it had come to light that the age restriction had been relaxed and that five young people were now attending the Steyning event on Saturdays.  Cllr Hill felt strongly that the Parish Council should support this venture.  It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr. Hill, seconded Cllr. Kanabus) that £200 be donated to the activity.  The Clerk to action.
d) Action in Rural Sussex:  Invitation to the new web based Community Led Plans (Parish Plan) Database Training, 23rd Feb 2010, Southwater, 10.30am - 12.30pm – noted.
10. Committee Reports

PLANNING: Cllr Green reported on the last Planning meeting.
(For the full report, please refer to the minutes of the Planning Committee.)

OPEN SPACES:  Cllr Childs reported on the last Open Spaces meeting (which took place on 11th November – not 9th November as stated in the draft minutes).  
(For the full report, please refer to the minutes of the Open Spaces Committee.)

FINANCE:  Cllr Watts reported on the last Finance meeting.
(For the full report, please refer to the minutes of the Finance Committee.)

11. Reports from Representatives on Outside Bodies
Cllr Hill reported that the next meeting of the Sports & Social Club was scheduled for Tuesday 1st December 2009.
Cllr Watts reported that the new loop hearing system in Partridge Green Village Hall had been installed, the heating system was sound and that the financial situation was healthy.  However, the Chairman’s role continued to be rotated.  Cllr Berry reported that he had attended a course on village halls and parish councils – he will prepare some minutes from the meeting.
Cllr Berry reported that good progress had been made in the History Group’s new project on the story of education in the Parish.  The group were fortunate to have been allowed to borrow old documents from Jolesfield School’s past, prior to their transfer to the Records Office.  It was especially rewarding to be able to co-operate with the school, who will be involved in next year’s exhibition.
12. Housing Needs Survey
Consideration was given to Mr Tom Warder’s presentation on Affordable Housing at the last Council meeting.  The issue of affordable housing was not considered a priority at the moment but will be considered again in six month’s time – once the Parish Plan priorities have been considered and actioned.
13. Allotments
Cllr Russ updated members on the progress to date.  New drawings had been required by HDC.  Only 20 allotments could be shown on the plan.  Mrs Karen Taylor was preparing the new drawing.
The Allotments Association had held its first meeting and all involved were very enthusiastic.  Two more meetings had been scheduled for Tuesday 24th November 2009 and Thursday 7th January 2010.
14. Public Open Forum: 
Three members of the public attended the meeting to express their concerns regarding the planning applications at Bowshotts, Cowfold Road. Although they live in very close proximity to Bowshotts, they had received no notification from HDC.  The specification for the wind turbine is apparently considerable and the residents were concerned they would be affected by the noise.  During discussion, Cllr Chowen commented that wind turbines are not as efficient as they are made out to be.  Cllrs Chowen and Shepherd to investigate and report back to the residents concerned.  Cllr Kanabus offered to accompany Cllr Chowen if a site visit was considered necessary.
Another resident expressed her concerns regarding the lack of action in relation to a new village hall for Partridge Green.  During discussion, Cllr Berry informed the meeting of two problems a) many residents like the existing hall b) people will not volunteer to do the necessary work involved in obtaining the finance.  The Parish Council is aware of the village hall issue – the option for the Parish Council to take over the village hall car park from HDC may impact on this matter.  The resident also expressed her concerns about the ongoing flooding over the pavement and B2135 next to the pond in the Jolesfield area (see item 8 above for more details on this issue).
15. Accounts

It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr. Kanabus, seconded Cllr. Berry) to approve all the listed bills for payment.  (For details, please see the minutes of the Finance Committee on 11th November 2009.)  
The recent issues regarding the possible short-term loan to be made available to the Dial Post Village Hall Association from the Parish Council were discussed at some length.  Cllr Childs reported to the meeting that he had made other arrangements concerning the short-term loan and no longer needed to call on the Parish Council for the loan.

KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELD TRUSTEES MEETING

1. Declarations of Interest: 

Cllr Russ declared an interest in respect of his membership of the Sports & Social Club.

2. Matters Arising: None 
3. Correspondence: None
4. KGV Accounts:

It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr. Kanabus, seconded Cllr. Berry) to approve the three listed KGV bills for payment.  (For details, please see the minutes of the Finance Committee on 11th Nov 2009.)  
The meeting closed at 9.20 pm.
Signed as a true copy……………………..………………………Date………………………….

Chairman West Grinstead Parish Council
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