WEST GRINSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Held at Dial Post Village Hall

on Wednesday 17th February 2010
at 7.30 p.m.

MINUTES

Present: - Councillors: Mr. D. Green (Chairman), Mr. A. Childs (Vice Chairman), Mrs G. Nash, Mr. N. Berry, Mr. R. Hill, Mrs C. Watts.
District Councillor: Mr. I. Shepherd.
County Councillor: Mr. L. Barnard.

Clerk: Mrs H. Dayneswood
1. Apologies

Cllrs: Mr. G. Taylor, Mr. A. Russ, Mrs H. Bullingham, Mr. P. Kanabus, Mr. M. Staples, Mr. C. Neal, Mr. M. Sheath, Mr. J. Chowen (DC).
2. Declarations of Interest: none
3. Chairman’s Announcements: (Items of information only from the Chairman or Clerk)
The Chairman commented on how impressed he was with the new Dial Post Village Hall facility.
4. Minutes of the last meeting:

It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr. Watts, seconded Cllr. Nash) that the Minutes of the meeting held on 20th January 2010 be approved as a true record.
5. Matters Arising: 
a) There was informal discussion about this year’s Annual Parish Meeting.  It was agreed that the Clerk should ask local groups/clubs if they wished to give brief reports at the APM.  It was also agreed that each Chairman of a committee within the Parish Council should give their own report - to be co-ordinated via Cllr Green.
b) There had been a request from Ms. V. Hackett (of the ‘I Drive U’ company) to run a ‘Skittles Day’ on Dial Post green on 20th June 2010, in aid of the ‘Make a Wish Foundation’.  Members had no objections to this, as long as it is covered by the company’s insurance and entirely at their own risk.  The Clerk to update Ms. Hackett.

c) The Clerk raised the ongoing saga of the pond and drainage problems at Jolesfield.  It was agreed to get quotes for dredging of the pond, to see what kind of cost is involved, before approaching the pond owner again.  The Clerk to action.
6. Police Report

PCSO Danny Macleod gave an update on current issues - this included robberies, accidents and dog incidents.  She also reported that the HDC Traffic Wardens had been visiting the area and had issued some tickets for illegal parking.
7. District Council Report
a) Cllr Shepherd reported that in the recent extreme weather the refuse staff had been re-deployed to help WSCC with road maintenance.  HDC is looking for lessons to be learned in the event of instances of extreme weather in the future.
b) HDC has set up a Flooding & Drainage Working Group.  They have met three times and have been collecting evidence on local issues.  They plan to issue a report in April 2010.

c) The Microbiz annual event will be taking place on 13th March this year.

8. West Sussex County Council Report: 
Cllr Barnard reported on the following items:

a) The proposed Laybrook land fill site is for commercial waste only (both inert and non-inert).

b) The County Local Committee (CLC) will have new funding as from April 2010, so it is a good time to submit bids at present.
c) Any improvements to the A24 would be funded by central Government, not by WSCC.  The Road Transport Board is due to pronounce on whether there will be any funding available for A24 improvements.
d) It has been agreed that the WSCC budget for 2010/2011 be increased by 2.5%.

9. Correspondence:

a) West Sussex Link: Our Network News - Your Voice on Local Health & Social Care - Feb 2010.  Noted.
b) WSCC (Locality Working Legal & Democratic Services):  Feedback from meetings & questionnaires involving parish councils during 2009. Noted. 
c) AIRS: Reminder about the Community Led Plans Database Training  - Tues 23rd Feb, Southwater PC offices, 10.30 to 12.30. Noted.
d) HDC: Updated chart showing management structure at HDC ( as at 21/01/10). Noted.
e) NHS South Coast:  NHS Car Parking: Consultation on Improving Access for Patients.  Deadline 16th Feb or as soon as possible.  (Only sent on 1st Feb.) Noted.
f) HCDRP: WSCC Trading Standards: Recent launch of ‘Illegal Money Lending Team’ aimed at identifying and dealing with illegal money lenders operating in communities, i.e. Loan Sharks.  Noted.
g) SLCC: Advice Note - ‘The Clearing of Snow & Ice” (2009).  It was agreed that it would be much more flexible and less costly to provide hippo bags of grit as and when needed, rather than install grit bins in the parish.
h) SLCC Horsham Group: Excerpts from January 2010 minutes.  The Standards Board has issued a bulletin (no. 46) called ‘Bias, Predetermination and the Code’, as a training resource for councillors.
i) HALC: Excerpts from January 2010 minutes.  Noted.
j) HDC: Jill Scarfield - explanation that the clustering of parishes is for ease of administration and communication by HDC.  There is no intention to make any impositions upon parish councils and their working relationships with neighbouring councils.
k) Email from local resident about parking problems on the Worthing Road in Dial Post.  Cllr Childs reported that the Crown pub car park had been closed for about 5 months for refurbishment but looked like it was nearly finished now.  Cllr Childs offered to find out when the car park was due to be open again.  On the 3rd Friday of the month there is a classic car event in Dial Post which inevitably results in many cars being parked along the road.  The Clerk to update the resident concerned.
l) Southwater Parish Council: Letter about Southwater Library.  Noted.
m) HDC: A Street Parking Working Group has been set up to review parking on pavements and verges in the Horsham District.  Please submit any comments or suggestions to scrutiny@horsham.gov.uk
10. Committee Reports

PLANNING: Cllr Green reported on the last two meetings.
(For the full report, please refer to the minutes of the Planning Committee.)

OPEN SPACES:  Cllr Childs reported on the last meeting.
(For the full report, please refer to the minutes of the Open Spaces Committee.)

FINANCE:  Cllr Watts reported on the last meeting.
(For the full report, please refer to the minutes of the Finance Committee.)

11. Reports from Representatives on Outside Bodies
Cllr Hill reported on the recent meeting of the Sports & Social Club, including that the company ‘Dark Star’ had agreed to sponsor the Cricket Club.
Cllr Berry gave an update on items concerning the Partridge Green Village Hall.  There are electrical problems that are not really associated with the heating system but when the electricity has tripped out then the heating system cannot function.  There has been some repair work to the electrical system.  Plans are also in progress to make some changes to the heating and hot water systems.
12. Parish Community Emergency Plan 
It was felt that the Ashington Emergency Contingency Plan was a good model to follow.  It was agreed that one plan to cover the whole parish was the best approach but that it should also reflect local variations for the hamlets of Dial Post and West Grinstead.  Cllrs Nash, Watts and Hill offered to work with the Clerk to co-ordinate the information needed for the plan, with reference to Cllrs Childs and Kanabus as needed.  The Clerk to arrange a meeting to take place in the Parish Office.
13. Public Open Forum: 
Items re: the Partridge Green fete 2010 and noise from a company on the Star Road Trading Estate were discussed.
14. WGPC Accounts for February 2010
It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr. Berry, seconded Cllr. Hill) to approve all the listed bills for payment.
KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELD TRUSTEES MEETING

1. Declarations of Interest: None
2. Matters Arising: None 
3. Correspondence: 
4. KGV Accounts for February 2010: None
The meeting closed at 9.25 pm.
Signed as a true copy……………………..………………………Date………………………….

Chairman West Grinstead Parish Council
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Minutes subject to approval by the Parish Council

