WEST GRINSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Held at Partridge Green Village Hall

on Wednesday 15th July 2009
at 7.30 p.m.

MINUTES

Present: - Councillors: Mr. D. Green (Chairman), Mr. A. Childs (Vice Chairman), Mr. M. Staples, Mr. P. Kanabus, Mr. A. Russ, Mr. N. Berry, Mr. G. Taylor, Mr. R. Hill, Mrs C. Watts, Mr. C. Neal, Mrs G. Nash.
District Councillor: Mr. J. Chowen.
Cllr R. Nye (HDC Leader)
Inspector P. Williams & PCSO D. Macleod (Sussex Police)

Mrs H. Bullingham & Mr N. Murphy (Local Neighbourhood Panel)

Mr D. White (West Sussex County Times)

Clerk: Mrs H. Dayneswood.
[Items 7, 8 and 9 were covered first in order to accommodate the visitors.]

1. Apologies

Cllrs: Mr. I. Shepherd (DC), Mr. L. Barnard (CC), Mr. M. Sheath.
2. Declarations of Interest: none
3. Chairman’s Announcements: none
4. Minutes of the last meeting:

It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr. Kanabus, seconded Cllr. Nash) that the Minutes of the meeting held on 17th June 2009 be approved as a true record.
5. Matters Arising: none
6. Co-option of New Parish Councillor - deferred
7. Visit by Cllr Mr. R. Nye (HDC Leader)
Cllr Nye conveyed apologies from Mr T. Crowley (HDC CEO) who was unable to attend the meeting.  Cllr Nye said that they were keen to continue the visits to parish councils that Cllr Kitchen and Mr Crowley had been conducting, as HDC valued the relationship with the parish councils.
Question:  What effect on services will the recent cuts in heads of departments at HDC have?

Cllr Nye said there should be no fall off in service – in fact he felt the organisation should have been slimmed down before.  However, the next stage of streamlining, which should reduce costs by £1.8 million, will have an effect on services and staff.  By the end of that process, the budget will have been cut by 10% overall.  In order to achieve this target, HDC will be focusing on reducing their non-statutory services rather than reducing the level of statutory services.  
Question:  What assistance can parish councils expect, in the light of the decision by HDC to move to electronic consultation on planning applications from January 2010?
HDC will give as much assistance as they can in terms of training, information and second-hand equipment.  However, it was unlikely that HDC had many second-hand A3 printers to pass on.
Question:  Will planning enforcement be affected by staff changes?
Cllr Nye reported that in fact HDC has no statutory duty to enforce breaches of planning law.  Due to the budget cuts, they may well have to reduce the amount of time and effort they put into enforcement issues, although clearly they would not cease all activity in this area.

Discussion on consultation exercises, growing amount of paperwork coming through to parish councils, lack of feedback on the analysis of consultation responses.  The results of HDC consultations should be found on the HDC web site, although some members felt that specific emails should be sent through to flag up that the feedback was available.
Question: Could you clarify the roles of the HDC Leader and Chairman?

Cllr Nye said that a useful analogy was:

The Chairman of HDC was like the monarch, i.e., ceremonial;

The Leader of HDC was like the prime minister;

The CEO of HDC was like the head of the Civil Service.

Cllr Green thanked Cllr Nye for attending the meeting.  Cllr Nye said he thought it was good to keep the lines of communication open.

8. Traffic Management

Inspector Paul Williams & PCSO Danny Macleod attended the meeting to discuss speeding issues in the parish and the strategy/policy of the police Traffic Management Unit.  Mrs H. Bullingham and Mr N. Murphy (members of the Partridge Green Neighbourhood Panel - organised by PCSO Macleod) also attended the meeting.

A question was raised about the status of the speed camera (on test) just north of the junction of the A24 with the B2135.  Inspector Williams promised to find out about it.

There were various comments about vehicles speeding through the area – both during the day and at night.  Even during the middle of the day, several people felt the High Street in Partridge Green was not safe to cross.

The SID (Speed Indicator Device) will soon be deployed in several locations in the area but unfortunately it won’t be possible to use it in the Partridge Green High Street because the assessment by the police Traffic Management Unit (TMU) showed that there was no suitable stretch of road to deploy it there.  More volunteers are still needed to help operate SID.  Please contact PCSO Danny Macleod, if interested (0845 60 70 999 ext 26119).
Inspector Williams encouraged the members of the Neighbourhood Panel to liaise with the TMU about specific local traffic issues.

In response to a comment about the 50mph speed limit not being enforceable in the West Grinstead area, Inspector Williams explained about the number of tiers of enforcement.  The categories were tied to the risk of injury to people.  As the police do not have the resources to carry out enforcement activities in all areas, they have to deploy resources according to the level of risk of injury.  The police speed strategy is all about minimising the risk to people.  He said that if local people felt a location was becoming more dangerous, then this should be reported to the TMU.  It may well be that a speed detection device could be deployed there (by police in either marked or unmarked vehicles).

Cllr Green reported that speeding had been one of the big issues arising out of the responses to the Parish Questionnaire.  The Parish Council planned to organise a public meeting to address the issue and it would be very helpful if the police could be present.  It would also be a good opportunity to ask for more volunteers to help with manning SID.

Inspector Williams offered to liaise with the appropriate members of the police for attending the public meeting.  The Clerk to email Inspector Williams about this.
Inspector Williams commented that there currently seemed to be a general mood from the public to get speed limits reduced.  However, there are certain criteria that dictate what speed limits should be.

It was felt that if the Parish Council together with local residents could persuade the police about the need to reduce some of the local speed limits, then it would be easier to convince WSCC to make the changes.

Cllr Hill proposed a vote of thanks to PCSO Danny Macleod for all her excellent work in the local community.  Cllr Green thanked Inspector Williams for attending the meeting.
9. Police Report

From PCSO Danny Macleod.  (Report circulated 03-07-09)
It was noted that any vehicles (including school coaches) that were spotted being parked or driven in an anti-social way could be reported on the Operation Crackdown web site:  www.operationcrackdown.org
Inspector Williams pointed out that with reports to Crackdown on anti-social driving/parking, the burden of proof was on the balance of probabilities (civil not criminal level).  Therefore, after giving a written warning, if a second report is received within 6 months, the police can take further action.  The police don’t actually have to see the offence themselves to pursue the matter.  He did stress, however, that the police want to educate people to behave more responsibly – education is preferable to prosecution.
10. District Council Report
Cllr Chowen reported that he is currently involved in a major strategic review of parking.  He is also pursuing issues with Heritage Coaches, Star Road Trading Estate.
11. West Sussex County Council Report: none
12. Correspondence:

TO NOTE

a) HDC: Horsham District Community Partnership Workshop Report re: Sustainable Community Strategy.
b) The Home Office (Vetting & Barring Scheme): From November 2010, requirement for all new employees and volunteers who want to work with children or vulnerable adults to register with the new ISA (Independent Safeguarding Authority.  Information at www.isa-gov.org.uk
c) Southern Water: South East Water Resources Update.  Seeking feedback on draft Water Resources Regional Action Plans.  See www.southernwater.co.uk
FOR CONSIDERATION

d) HDC: Licensing Act 2003 - Licensable Activities - advice to parish councils.  It was noted that an alcohol license would be needed even if it were given away as part of a wider (paid-for) ticket.  The Clerk to seek clarification on whether an entertainment licence is required for free entertainment events.
e) HDC: HDC’s Statement of Licensing Policy in respect of the Gambling Act 2005.  Consultation document.  Deadline for comments 19th Sep 2009.  Cllr Childs offered to review it.
13. Committee Reports

PLANNING: Cllr Taylor reported on the last Planning meeting.
OPEN SPACES:  Cllr Childs reported on the last Open Spaces meeting.
The Clerk gave an update that the Section 106 money from the forthcoming Brightstone development in Star Road had not been received by HDC yet.  As this is the money earmarked for the proposed Oakwood parking scheme, it was probably not helpful to write again to Oakwood residents at this stage.
(For the full report, please refer to the minutes of the Open Spaces Committee.)

FINANCE:  Cllr Watts reported on the last Finance meeting.
(For the full report, please refer to the minutes of the Finance Committee.)

14. Public Open Forum:  no items
15. Accounts

It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr. Taylor, seconded Cllr. Berry) to approve all the listed bills for payment.  (For details, please see the minutes of the Finance Committee on 8th July 2009.)  
One extra item had been added to the list since the Finance meeting:

	PGVH
	Hire of Hall for Youth Club (5 sessions)
	85.00


KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELD TRUSTEES MEETING

1. Declarations of Interest: 

Cllr Russ declared an interest in respect of his membership of the Sports & Social Club.

2. Matters Arising: None
3. Correspondence: None
4. KGV Accounts:

It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr. Kanabus, seconded Cllr. Neal) to approve the two listed KGV bills for payment.  (For details, please see the minutes of the Finance Committee on 8th July 2009.)  

The meeting closed at 9 pm.
Signed as a true copy……………………..………………………Date………………………….

Chairman West Grinstead Parish Council
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