WEST GRINSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Held at Partridge Green Village Hall

on Wednesday 17th June 2009
at 7.30 p.m.

MINUTES

Present: - Councillors: Mr. D. Green (Chairman), Mr. A. Childs (Vice Chairman), Mr. M. Staples, Mr. P. Kanabus, Mr. A. Russ, Mr. N. Berry, Mr. G. Taylor, Mr. R. Hill.
District Councillors: Mr. J. Chowen, Mr. I. Shepherd.
County Councillor: Mr. L. Barnard.
Mr Tony Jackson (Henfield Community Partnership).

Mr David White (West Sussex County Times)

Three members of the public.
Clerk: Mrs H. Dayneswood.
1. Apologies

Cllrs: Mrs C. Watts, Mr. C. Neal, Mrs G. Nash, Mr. M. Sheath.
2. Declarations of Interest:

Cllr Russ declared an interest in respect of his membership of the Sports & Social Club.

3. Minutes of the last meeting:

It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr. Berry, seconded Cllr. Russ) that the Minutes of the meeting held on 20th May 2009 be approved as a true record.
4. Matters Arising: 
The Clerk reported that when the Village Tidier (Mr Carpenter) was on holiday recently the amount of general litter around the area increased greatly, which demonstrates how useful a service Mr Carpenter provides to the community.
5. Henfield Community Partnership (HCP)
Mr Tony Jackson (Chairman HCP) gave a presentation to the meeting about the HCP.  It was set up in July 2005, with the following aims:
· To implement the actions in the Henfield Parish Action Plan, review progress and update the Action Plan.

· To work together on issues and projects of interest and concern to Henfield and its surrounding communities.

· To be aware of and incorporate community concerns where applicable.

He then went on to explain the structure of the HCP, how it works together with Henfield Parish Council, its links with other partnerships via Horsham Rural Towns Forum and why HCP is needed.

The HCP’s achievements have included obtaining funding to help establish the skateboard/BMX park, producing booklets and leaflets for local walks and information for senior citizens, surveys into car parking, disability access and business needs, obtaining funding and setting up the Henfield Community Minibus service and ‘plastic bag free Henfield’.
Henfield is a key hub for many surrounding communities and HCP’s activities impact beyond the parish boundary.  HCP is happy to advise and work with others interacting with Henfield.  Joined up thinking on local community matters would be very welcome.
Members asked a number of questions about HCP and the following is a summary of points made:

· Start-up costs for HCP came from HDC and WSCC.  Funding for projects can be found from a number of sources.

· There is scope for collaboration with West Grinstead parish re: the Henfield Community Minibus services.  (There have already been some ideas mooted.)

· It needs concentrated effort to keep HCP going.  Getting volunteers is a difficulty.

· The relationship between HCP and Henfield Parish Council is critical.  The groups need to get on and communicate well.

· There are 3 parish councillors on HCP.  The Parish Office is the postal address.

· HCP takes some pressure off the Parish Council.  It has time to consider ideas outside the statutory duties and is a group to help take things forward.
Cllr Green thanked Mr Jackson for his visit, help and advice.

6. Police Report: None
7. Speeding Traffic in Partridge Green
Deferred to a future meeting.
[From this point onwards, for practical reasons some of the items were taken in a different order but for ease of identification the Minutes still reflect the agenda order.]

8. District Council Report
[Cllr Chowen’s comments included within the KGV item 4.]
9. West Sussex County Council Report

Cllr Barnard reported on the following issues:
a) Planning work has taken place for dealing with possible incidents at the forthcoming Labour party conference in Brighton.
b) He has asked for a report on flooding issues.  Problems in Littleworth Lane have now been identified and a scheme is being priced up.  It is hoped the work will be completed by the autumn.  Flooding problems on the A282 in Shermanbury are being investigated and a scheme being drawn up.
c) At the Chanctonbury CLC meeting on 15th July in Steyning there will be a report on flooding.

10. Correspondence:

TO NOTE

a) WSCC: Home Composting & Waste Reduction initiatives - compost bins, food waste digesters, free compost workshops and West Sussex free membership of the Green Club.  See www.bettertomorrows.org.uk
b) AIRS: Horsham Rural Links.  Forum to enable better links between communities and statutory partners.

FOR CONSIDERATION

c) HALC Minutes 19 May 2009: Excerpts from minutes.  The Clerk reported some items about Section 106 funding.  It was noted that HDC is proposing to request matched funding from parish councils for S106 applications over £2000.  The Clerk to double-check on this.
d) Dave Lambert (WSCC): Update on the suggestion for a parking scheme at Oakwood, PG.  There seems to have been some misunderstanding by WSCC about the proposal from WGPC.  The Clerk to invite Mr Lambert to an Open Spaces meeting (keep agenda fairly free for that meeting and hold a site visit first).
e) Sussex Police Road Policing Unit: Speeding Motorcyclists.  Noted.
f) HDC: Horsham District Rural Affordable Housing Strategy 2008-2013.  Excerpts from the April 2009 Update Report.  In 2009/2010, HDC & AIRS will conduct a housing needs survey in West Grinstead.  Together with AIRS, HDC is working with local communities to promote the use of Community Land Trusts – a mechanism for the democratic ownership of land by a local community.
g) HDC: Sustainable Communities Act 2008.  Invitation from HDC to put forward proposals to influence government policy on tacking community decline and promoting sustainability.  The Act can be used for anything that requires change at a national level (such as a change in legislation, a transfer of responsibilities from one public body to another, a new national policy or strengthening of existing policy) and can be proved to have the support of, and will increase the sustainability of, your community.  Deadline for submitting ideas to HDC for the first round is 30th June 2009.  The Clerk to ask for the information to be put on the WG Newsletter web site.  
11. Committee Reports

PLANNING: There was no May Planning meeting. 
OPEN SPACES

Cllr Childs reported on the last Open Spaces meeting.
(For the full report, please refer to the minutes of the Open Spaces Committee.)

FINANCE

The Clerk reported on the last Finance meeting.
(For the full report, please refer to the minutes of the Finance Committee.)

12. Public Open Forum:  
A member of the public raised the issue of school coaches speeding along the High Street in Partridge Green.  It was also mentioned that the school coaches have gone back to their old habit of backing up in the area of the school.  The Clerk to ask the PCSO to check on this.
13. Accounts

It was RESOLVED (proposed Cllr. Taylor, seconded Cllr. Kanabus) to approve all the listed bills for payment.  (For details, please see the minutes of the Finance Committee on 10th June 2009.)  
[The review and update of Parish Council Standing Orders which had been deferred to the July meeting will now, in the first instance, be reviewed by a small group of councillors (Cllrs Green, Russ and Berry) and their recommendations then reported back to the Parish Council.  This approach has been taken due to the amount of work involved in reviewing the document.]

KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELD TRUSTEES MEETING

1. Declarations of Interest: 

Cllr Russ declared an interest in respect of his membership of the Sports & Social Club.

2. Matters Arising: None
3. Correspondence: A letter had been received from Mr B. Ranson.  This was read out within KGV item 4 below.
4. Update & any Decisions concerning the Scouts’ Working Group Planning Application

Cllr Green circulated a memo he had written on the latest events concerning the Scout Hut planning application (items in italics inserted by the Clerk):
UPDATE ON SCOUT HUT PLANNING APPLICATION ( Memo 17th June 2009)

Marcus was unable to get hold of the Scouts.  The Hearing of the planning application therefore went ahead yesterday (16th June 2009).

The decision was that the application be referred back to the Planning Officer and the local councillors to agree with the Parish Council and the Scouts a suitable site – I think in KGV – for a new Scout Hut.

In introducing the application, Gary Peck (HDC) did state in fairly clear terms that he did not think this was the right location; that there were better locations within KGV, and the site of the old hut was the obvious one.  He could not see any reason why an application for that site should not be accepted.

Barry Ranson, Andy Russ and Carol Watts spoke against the application.  Marcus and Mark Guy (from the Scouts) then spoke for it.  I then spoke on behalf of the PC.  I tried explaining that this was not our application, but an application submitted on behalf of the Scouts Working Group.  I think this was rather lost on the meeting.  I expressed the view that nearly all councillors were now opposed to the application.  We were committed, though, to helping the Scouts.  The old site was the obvious location, but there might be others.  This was not, though, the right location.

When it was thrown open to the meeting, Jonathan said that whilst he had considerable sympathy for the Scouts, the application had attracted considerable opposition within the village.  He did not think it was worth the Scouts antagonising public opinion, and that they would be better advised to go back to their old position, which was away from neighbouring houses.

David Jenkins, one of the District Councillors, suggested that the matter be referred back to the Planning Officer and the District Councillors, with a view to finding an acceptable location.  Gary Peck did have to advise that assuming that any other location was outside the area edged red on the application plan, that it would require a completely fresh application.

Not to be put off, David Jenkins persisted with his suggestion, on the basis that if it did, indeed, prove to be the case that any alternative location was outside the red edging, then the current application would have to be withdrawn and a fresh application submitted.  A resolution to that effect was passed almost unanimously.

I have to say that it did seem to me a slightly perverse decision, as it seemed to almost totally ignore the range of views against the resolution.  The message, though, I think, was that there should be continuing and active negotiations with the Scouts to find them a site.  In practice, though, I think the site proposed by this particular application is effectively dead in the water.

Obviously, there is another factor that HDC were not aware of, which is the new KGV Working Group.  They have to be consulted. 

What we now need to agree is where we go from here.

DG

17 June 2009

**************************************************End of Memo ********************************************

Cllr Green said that the important thing now was to take an initiative to get an alternative site for the Scouts – sooner rather than later.  It was beholden on all of the Parish Council to try to get a resolution.
As directed by the HDC Development South Committee, Cllrs. Chowen and Shepherd would be very much involved in the process and Cllr Barnard offered his services as a mediator.
Cllr Chowen said that the matter had become a divisive issue.  As a DC, he was very concerned about sustainability, viability and most importantly provision for young people.  His own experience of uniformed youth work was that it was usually very successful and popular – the structure and discipline being key to this.  A village the size of Partridge Green should have good provision for uniformed groups.  It would be necessary to fully explore the options provided by new technology, e.g., CCTV in order to make a success of the venture.

Cllr Green suggested that a meeting be held in about 2 to 3 week’s time, to include the HDC planning officers, the Scouts and other stakeholders in order to progress the matter.  Cllr Barnard offered to chair the meeting and Cllr Green said this was a most welcome idea.  The meeting could be held in KGV playing fields, so that sites could be viewed, perhaps then congregating in the Sports and Social Club room if it were available.
Cllr Green said that the old site was the most obvious location for the Scout Hut - other possibilities come with some baggage.  Both Fields in Trust and the Charity Commission would need to be involved in the process.  He considered that the covenant was already waived in relation to the original position.  He felt that an application for the old site could be put together fairly quickly.  The KGV Working Group (WG) would need to be involved in proceedings.  The important thing was that if a planning consent could be obtained then the Scouts could get on with fund-raising.  Getting a consent on the old location does not mean that the Scout Hut would actually have to be built there.  If the KGV WG later decided there was a better alternative location, and there was general consensus, then that could still be pursued and a further application submitted. (Immediately to the east of the tennis courts was mooted, with the skateramp moved elsewhere).  It was important not to overcomplicate things – it was critical to get this resolved and get a planning approval so that the Scouts can get on with their fund-raising work.
Cllr Kanabus felt that there was a danger in this approach.  Once a planning consent was granted, it would stifle debate in the KGV WG.  He does not see the need to rush, as long as KGV WG doesn’t take too long to deliberate.

Cllr Berry felt that it was important to consult the KGV WG first and get their thoughts on it, otherwise it might lead to controversy and problems.

Cllr Green agreed that there had to be liaison with the KGV WG now.  He felt that the message from the HDC decision had been ‘Go and talk to one another.  With good will there must be a solution.’

Cllr Chowen said that he thought the HDC planning decision should be reported to the KGV WG at their next meeting, with no pre-conditions.  We don’t have huge youth problems in the area and we don’t want any.  It was important to make provision for the Scouts.
Cllr Childs suggested that both the PC and Scouts should be represented at the next KGV WG meeting.

Cllr Berry said that the KGV WG will be looking at a whole range of facilities for KGV – it was important not to charge ahead.

Both Cllrs Taylor and Berry felt that obtaining a planning permission could be seen as a commitment to a location, even if it’s not meant to be.
Cllr Chowen thought that the schedule did not need to be too quick.  We could take a bit of time over it – the important thing was to take everyone with us.  A Scout Hut was not worth destroying a village over but scouting is important.
Cllr Hill said he would like to know what the Chairman of the local Scout group (Graham Carey) is intending to do.

Cllr Green said that the current planning application is still ‘hanging there’ (Cllr Chowen suggested the term ‘parked’), even though it is probably dead.  Until the matter is resolved, the current application is still there in the background.
At the point the Clerk was asked to read out Mr Ranson’s letter of 17th June 2009.  In this letter, Mr Ranson put forward a case, requesting that the current planning application be withdrawn now.  Mr Ranson then emphasised the following points:
· He believes the current application is dead.
· He believes the KGV Trustees should be submitting the applications – not the Scouts.

· His objection is to the location – not the Scouts.

· He thinks the Parish Council is ‘kow-towing’ to the Scouts.

Cllr Green stated that the current planning application technically belongs to the Scouts Working Group and not the Parish Council.  The HDC Dev South Planning Committee had directed WGPC to keep the doors open with the Scouts – this was not the same thing as ‘kow-towing’ to them.
Cllr Green felt that getting a planning approval for a Scout Hut needed to be progressed fairly quickly.  Cllrs Berry & Kanabus felt that getting agreement was more important than speed.

Cllr Green offered to attend the next KGV WG meeting.  Someone needs to liaise with the Scouts Working Group and they need to reconvene.

Cllr Staples said that we should not gloss over what has happened just recently and the disappointing planning decision for the Scouts.  The Parish Council had been trying to help the Scouts for a long time and take the project forward but it’s impossible to please everyone.  The Scouts have been trying to find a suitable location for a building for 8.5 years!  He welcomed everyone’s efforts to take this project forward again.  He would talk with the Scouts representatives again shortly.
Cllr Russ supported the proposed round party discussion – to include the PC, Scouts and KGV WG.  He felt the KGV WG should not be pushed into things.  He also supported the suggestion that Cllr Barnard chair such a meeting.
Cllr Staples felt that people should not be pessimistic – a solution might be found quite quickly.  He would speak with the Scouts representatives shortly.

Cllr Barnard said that it was important to let everyone air their views at the proposed meeting.  There might not be much progress at the first meeting but it was important to let everyone have their say.

Cllr Staples said that there would be a lot of work involved in progressing the project and it was important that people stayed involved right through the whole process.

5. KGV Accounts: none
The meeting closed at 9.15 pm.
Signed as a true copy……………………..………………………Date………………………….

Chairman West Grinstead Parish Council
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